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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ENERGY ECONOMICS 


LESS DEPENDENCE ON OIL 


GAS PRICES UP, 


1982 BUDGET OUT: 


Food, Export Needs 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Jan &2 p 3 
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1979 — $379.8 mn. 
1980 — $354.7 mn. 
1981 — $604.2 mn 


These sums include funds 
made available to the 
Agricultural Development 
Bank for on-lending to 
farmers. 


AGRICULTURE 


Despite this substantial 
investment, the perform- 
ance of the agricultural sec- 
tor has fallen far below ex- 


I ectfull bmit 
respectiu subdmi 
that the real challenge fac- 


ing us in culture is to 
convince the population 
thaf the Gistinct 
possibility exists that in 
the not too distant future, 
food may not be availabiz 
for purchase in the 
international market. 





4] 

i 
af 
FE 






; 





fa 
| 
of 3 


| 
i 
ll 


: 


i 
vid 
i 


i 
i! 


TE 


Gas, Fuel Price Hikes 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Jan 82 pl 


[Excerpt ] 
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ENERGY MINISTER SAYS EMPHASIS IS ON HEAVY CRUDE PRODUCTION 


Port of Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Jan 82 p 4 


[Excerpt ] 
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SAN FERNANDO 


“THE BIG thing on the oil scene today is 

heavy crude.’”’ 

is was revealed by Energy and Natural 
Resources Minister Patrick Minning at the end 
of an all-day tour of Texaco Trinidad Inc at 
Pointe-a-Pierre on Wednesday. 

Mr. Manning explained that while in the ‘60s oil refineries 
around the world were for the manufacture of fuel oils 
the international had dramatically changed and 
today emphasis was being put everywhere on “‘heavy crude.”’ 


in several parts of the world and he had been informed by 

Texaco personnel that new t had been developed by 

a ent company operations at Houston, Texas, and in 
ifornia. 

Some effort was being made by Texaco to have its own 
personnel study the new i with a view to being able 
to maximise heavy crude d ts in Texaco’s ee 

Mr. Manning ‘aid that SS 8 will 
soon attend a coaference in Venezuela. Texaco, he said had 
set up a major task ferce for study and research, and he felt 
confident that in the end the country would greatly benefit 
from those activities. 

He spoke also of ‘extensive experimentation” 
carried out by Texaco at its refinery and in its resea 
facilities to meet the new challenges with which oil 
companies were faced on the international market. 
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COSTA RICA AGREES TO REDUCE EXPORTS TO PANAMA 


San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 19 Dec 81 p 3 


[Text] Tne governments of Panama and Costa Rica announced that they have reached 
an agreement to reduce the trade of 21 categories of articles that are included in 
a free trade and preferential trade treaty that has been in force since 1964. 


The agreement limits the marketable quantity of the 21 categories to 50 per cent 
of the total that was negotiated between November 1979 and October 1980; that is, 
before the value of the Costa Rican colon versus the U.S. dollar was changed. 


Jose Miguel Alfaro, Costa Rican minister of economy, said that "the agreement 
satisfied the desire of the government and of the private sector of Panama to 
protect the Panamanian products that have been affected by the transitory trade 
circumstance that exists in Costa Rica." 


Arturo Melo, Panamanian minister of commerce,said that the agreement “will solve 
immediate problems and will provide Panamanian industry with the protection that 
it needs in the face of the economic and trade problems that Costa Rica is exper- 
iencing." 


The agreement will be in force during 1982 and will be “reviewed on the basis of 
the conduct of trade," said Alfaro. 


"The agreement will continue as long as there is a trade disparity between the two 
countries," added the Costa Rican official. 


Melo said that Panama will soon negotiate similar agr ements with El Salvador and 
with Nicaragua. 


Following are products that have been limited: meat and hermetically sealed meat 
products, pastas, fruit jellies and marmalade, potato chips, table napkins, toilet 
paper, cosmetics, glazed tiles and floor tiles, records and cassettes, galvanized 
rolls and sheets of metal, galvanized steel pipes, corrugated rolls of asbestos, 
cement, metal furniture, and corrugated cardboard boxes. 
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JOINT NAVAL EXERCISES--Bridgetown, Sun; (Cana)--Two armed vessels and almost three 
dozen coast guard personnel from Rarbados and St. Vincent and the Grenadines have 
been taking part in a joint training exercise, the two governments have reported. 
The training--in navigation, seamanship, and gunnery--took place in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines marine economic zone. The Government Information Service (GIS) 
here said the exercise was a success. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 
25 Jan 82 p 5] 
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DEFENSE FORCE SEIZES CAYMAN BOAT WITH 37 HONDURANS 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 7 Jan 82 pil 


[Article by Marcia Bethell}] 


(Text } 
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THIRTY-SEVEN men, one 
boat, 18 canoes and 1,000 Ibs 
of crawfish, worth about 
$6,000, were brought to 
Nassau this morning by 
Defence Force boats HMBS 
Inaguz and HMBS_ Fort 
Montagu. 

The 70-foot, Cayman Island 
registered “Cay Land” was 
captained by a 44-year-old 
native of British Honduras and 
had a diving crew of 36 
Hondurians, ranging in ages 
from 14-21. 

Also on the fishing vessel 
when it was arrested Tuesday 
morning was a 357 Magnum 
with five rounds’ of 
ammunition, a .22 rifle with 
two rounds of ammunition, 
diving tanks and equipment, 
and 300 Ibs of assorted fish. 

According to Lt Jackson 
Ritchie, commanding officer of 
HMBS Inagua, the Defense 
Force boat was on routine 
patrol, escorting HMBS Fort 
Montagu, commanded by Lt 
Commander Edwin Munroe to 
Cay Sal Bank, located 150 
miles west of Andros, when 
“Cay Land’”’ was spotted. 

“After spotting the vessel we 
boarded it and made the 
arrests. No resistance was 


made. The men were taken 


prisoner and after escorting the 
Fort Montagu to Cay Sal Cay, 
it was then used to help 
transport the prisoners to 
Nassau,” Lt Ritchie said today. 

He said this was the first 
time a fishing vessel from as far 
as British Honduras was seen in 
Bahamian waters. This is the 
Defence Force’s first arrest this 
year. 

At Prince George dock this 
morning when HMBS Inagua 
and Fort Montagu arrived was 
Captain Christopher Belton, 
who assumed command of the 
Bahamas Defence Force on 
December 11. Captain Belton 
replaced Commodore William 
Swinley, who had served as 
Commander of the Defence 
Force since its formation in 
1976. 

The arrival of Inagua and 
Fort Montagu, escorting the 
Cay Land, with armed Defence 
Force marines standing on 
deck, drew a large crowd, 
many of whom were tourists 
sho >ping at the straw market. 
However, “he procedure of 
unloading the cargo and 
turning it and the prisoners 
over to the police was done 
with speed and efficiency, 
releasing the Inagua to return 
to routine patrol. 
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NEW YEAR EXPECTED TO SEE GROWING INDUSTRIAL UNREST 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 31 Dec 81 ppl, 14 


[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Text] 


AS IF THE teachers strike 
was a precursor of things to 
come, industrial unrest is likely 
to be one of the chief concerns 
of the Government in 1982. 

“Things will never be the 
same again,” beamed one 
leading unionist following the 
teachers’ walk-out that closed 
all Government schools for 
three weeks in January. 

That move was keenly 
observed by all trade unions. 
For most, it provided the 
encouragement needed to face 
the Government in 
negotiations. And, although 
only the Communications and 
Public Officers Union stood by 
the teachers’ side, all other 
unions were heartened by the 
move. 

The teachers were forced to 
return to the classrooms 
without achieving their 
demands - termed a “tactical 
retreat” - they were told by 
union president A __ Leonard 
Archer: “It is incumbent upon 
us now to prepare for the next 
round of battle.” 

The teachers union was 
unprepared for that 
precedent-setting event. They 
lacked a strike fund to tide 
members over as the 
Government withheld pay due 
to the strike. The union has 
since set up a strike fund. 

“When you go (on strike) 
next time,’ Mr Archer said, 
“you will know you will be 
able to go for four weeks 
without losing a penny.” 


It was only after the 
Bahamas Christian Council 
stepped in as mediators and the 
Government promised to 
reopen negotiations, that the 
teachers agreed to return to 
work. 

Talks later began with the 
Government on the 
outstanding issues involved in 
the dispute. So far, no 
agreement has been reached. 
Already the teachers are 
preparing for “‘the next round 
of battle.” 

Already festering is a dispute 
between the _ militant 
Communications and Public 
Officers Union (BCPOU) and 
Batelco. Both sides are at an 
impasse over how many 
workers may comprise the 
union’s negotiating team. 

In a release earlier this 
month, the BCPOU warned 
that should matters concerning 
their contract negotiating team 
not be resolved over the 
holidays (just past), the union 
will “‘take some forceful action 
to impress upon. the 
powers-that-be in no uncertain 


terms that it means business: 


and will tolerate no further 
foot-dragging.”’ 

The three-year industrial 
agreement between’ Batelco 
and the BCPOU ended 
September 30. The conclusion 
of a new agreement does not 
seem to be an easy task. Both 
sides have always been at odds 
with each other and many 
flareups have resulted over the 
interpretation of their 
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contract. All kinds of industrial 
action have resulted. 

The BCPOU has already 
rejected as ‘‘totally 
unacceptable” and ‘a gross 
insult” management’s offer of 
a 17 per cent pay increase 
stretched over a_ three-year 
period. Taking into 
consideration the rate of 
inflation and the role the 
workers play in the 
profitability of Batelco, the 
union had _ proposed _ that 
salaries be increased by 44 per 
cent over a two-year period to 
be paid at the rate of 22 per 
cent yearly. 

The Public Services Union 
(BPSU) has, since the PLP 
came to power, played a rather 
passive role. However, in 
September this year, the 
union’s secretary-general Van 
Delaney warned of an 
“inevitable” strike and urged 
members to, like the teachers 
union, build a strike fund. 

Giving his annual report, 
Delaney said that the union has 
to show its employer (the 
Government) it is a force to be 
reckoned with. He warned that 
as the public service grows -- 
and the union has embarked on 
a membership drive — there 
will be more and more 
agitation for better working 
conditions and more salaries. 

With Arlington Miller 
returned as president of the 
BPSU for the sixth consecutive 
year, there appears to be some 
internal problems he may have 
to face. These include the 
defection of the air traffic 
controllers and the weather 
forecasters to the strong 
Airport Airline Workers Union. 

Whether the BPSU can 
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successfully mount any kind of 
industrial action is left to be 
seen as its members are often 
prone to _ political 
manipulation. Many public 
servants believe that they must 
be loyal to the Government of 
the day, regardless. 

The Hotel Catering and 
Allied Workers Union is set for 
battle against the Hotel 
Employers Association relative 
to the 15 per cent service 
charge. The employers want 
the 15 per cent service charge 
removed. The union said the 
association was “trifling” and 
“jiving.” 

The removal of the service 
charge is one of the 
Association’s solutions to the 
growing number of complaints, 
by visitors about poor attitudes 
and service. 

Said union secretary-general 
Bobby Glinton: “Under no 
circumstances are we prepared 
as a union to remove the 
guaranteed tipping. We would 
like to enhance the guaranteed 
tipping system for an even 
broader distribution of funds 
to workers who do not 
normally share tips.” 

The hotel union's contract 
with the employers association 
runs out the first week in 
January. 

The BEC union also has 
been agitating for more pay 
and better working conditions. 
They were _ forced _ into 
industrial action this year. 
Their dispute is still unsettled. 

And the Taxi Cab Union will 
be holding the Government to 
a promise not to initiate public 
transportation from the 
airport. 











COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


BRIEFS 


WORKERS PARTY ACTIVITIES--The Central Committee of the Workers Party has announced 
the formation of its St Barnabas Branch with First Street, Coconut Grove resident 
Julian Ebbie Kemp as chairman The central committee member for St Barnabas is 
Fourth Street resident Floyd Pratt. The St Barnabas branch vice chairman is Dugal 
Farquharson of Third Street; secretary Miss Christine Cox of Market Street and Har- 
rison Butler and John Cox, St Barnabas constituents as executive members. The cen- 
tral committee also announced that it has received two applications from two resi- 
dents of the area for nomination to contest the constituency in this year's general 
election. A party spokesman said that many young people in the St Barnabas con- 
stituency are disillusioned with their MP Sinclair Outten and the FNM candidate Ed 
Moxey neither of whom are resident in the area. "The Workers Party is doing all in 
its power to make certain that the majoiity of its candidates are residents of the 
constituencies they hope to respesent," the spokesman said. He also said the par- 
ty's next mass rally is scheduled for the St Agnes constituency this month when the 
party will burn the PLP candidate, Kendal Nottage, in effigy. [Nassau THE TRIBUNE 
in English 6 Jan 82 p 1] 
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EDITORIAL FAULTS WASHINGTON ON HAITJAN REFUGEES POLICY 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 13 Jan 82 p 4 


[Text } 


THE subject of the Haitian refugees and the United 
States is one which wouldn’t go away. 


And for a very good reason. 


However one tries to give the Reagan ad- 
ministration the benefit of the doubt in this matter, 
developments arise which serve only to highlight the 
inconsistency in its approach to Haitians. 


When we complained in a recent editorial about the 
treatment and the policy of the United States to Haitian 
refugees fleeing their homeland in sesrch of a better life 
in America, our views evoked some angry responses 
from readers who accused us of not being even-handed. 


In the interest of fairness and to facilitate open 
discussion we even printed two letters which 
misrepresented our position. Contrary to what the 
wi.ters of those letters stated, THE NATION never 
advocated that the United States sit idly by while illegal 
aliens pour across its frontiers. What we were criticising 
was the policy of using armed Coast Guard boats to 
interdict Haitians at sea. 

Subsequent events and information have re- 
affirmed the correctness of our original position in this 
matter. 7 


According to recent official figures released in 
Washington, in the fiscal year 1981, some 63 202 
foreigners applied for asylum in the United States. 

that number 36 296 came from Cuba; 1 670 
from Poland, 4 111 from Nicaragua; 7 138 from Iran; 
992 from Ethiopia and 503 from Haiti. 


Given the implications of these figures and the 
policy of the Reagan administration towards the 
Haitians, it stands to reason why one of America's great 
newspaper, the New York Times, was forced to ask the 
administration in Washington the other day, ““Why 
make such a fuss over only a few hundred black 
Haitians, especially when doing so is sure to engender 
accusations of racism?’’ 


‘We know some of the answers to the question 
raised by the Times. The first is that the United States 


10 
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would prefer to see a different system of government in 
Cuba, Poland, Iran, Nicaragua and Ethiopia and 
would therefore welcome applications for asylum from 
nationals of those states to demonstrate to the world 
that people would rather flee to America than live under 
repressive regimes. 

Second, most of the foreigners, with the exception 
of Haitians, had entered the United States legally but 
had overstayed their allotted time. Third, the United 
States wants to dramatise the Haitian situation so as to 
discourage other Haitians from entering the country 
illegally. 

Another development which has caused us to go 
back to the Haitian refugee situation is a proposal of the 


Justice Department to send illegal Haitian refugees 
from Florida to Fort Drum, New York. 


“To hold poor, desperate people from the tropics 
in a freezing near the Canadian border where the 
temperature (on ber 17) was 12 degrees, would be 
calious,’’ the New York Times declared in an editorial. 

We agree. And that’s why we welcome the decision 
of William French Smith, the United States Attorney 
General rot to act on his department’s recommendation 
because of the weather conditions in the Fort Drum 
area. 


T 


send the Haitians to the Fort would be akin to 


adopted by the United States. ; 
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NORTH KOREA IDENTIFI£S AREAS OF POTENTIAL COOPERATION 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Jan 82 pl 


(Text } 
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The Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea has iden- 
oe went By Sper hr 

country said it is willing to 
C0-0 te with Barbados. 

The areas of fisheries 

ulture, politics and 

were outlined by 

that country’s newly ap. 

ted Ambassador 0 


dos, Mr. Pak Ri Hyon, 

who is now on an official visit 
to Barbados. 

Mr. Hyon is based in 


Guyana. So far, he has 
Rested ile qroditinds te 
overnor-General Sir 


Deighton Ward, as has been 


to the Press on 
Tuesda at the Holiday 
Inn, Mr. Hyon said that 
towards the end of the 1980s 
his country’s economy would 
be much to support 
co-operation and assistance to 


other nations. _ 

“But”, he explained, “there 
will be some technical co- 
operation in the fields of 

es and agriculture with 


He said that during his 
term, he will try his best ‘‘to 
further develop the already 


established _ relations of 
friendship and co-operation 
between the two countries in 
all fields of politics, economy, 
and culture, and express my 
hope that | will receive your 
active co-operation in 
discharging my official duty.”’ 

Mr. Hyon stated that 
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although the two countries 
were far apart, peoples of both 
ee ae vevelop 
riendly a co-uper ative 
relations on the basis of the 
past conditions, and today’s 
common ideals. 

The Ambassador said that 


fact . had the true 
friendship of Barbadians, and 


noted that his countrymen 
treasured the friendly and co- 
operative relations 
established between the two 
states: 
“Our people are very 
over the successes 
attained by the of 
nana sper andthe 
na 
a new society,” the 
stated 


sovereignty. Ba were 
now striving to externally 
support 


“I consider that the externa! 
olicy maintained by the 
overnment of Barbados 
conforms with the interests of 
our two peoples and it will also 
make a great contribution to 


BARBADOS 











COUNTRY SECTION 





ADC'S NEW RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT SET TO BEGIN SOON 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Jan 82 p l 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/146 





The Barbados 
Agricultural Development 
Door sest Project is t 
Dev n is 
get off the shortly. 

Potential farmers are 
now being interviewed for 
their participation in the 
programme and a public 
relations campaign 
commence in a_ short 
while. 


peaking at 
the ADC’s headquarters in 
Fairy Valley, Christ Church, 
shortly after receiving one 
light cab and three fourwheel 
type vehicles to be used in the 
Sag Development Ris 
project is being un- 
dertaken through a loan 


contract of. US$4.1 million 
fram the tater Aamieen 
Development Bank. The 


Barbados Government is 


Scheme 
Mr. Reece was s 





putting .2 million into the 
— vee gute 
provaite fol tit developement 


ryral units consisting . 


rs 


an area of about 1 net 
cultivated 


1 $00 families. 
The objectives of the 
increase 





Mr. Barker said they were 


= or far- 
Ghureh for partctpation in ie 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 





ADAMS EXPOUNDS ON TRADE ARRANGEMENTS WITH GUYANA 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jan 82 p 5 
went BRIDGETOWN, Thurs., (Cana): 

BARBADIAN manufacturers have been assured that Guyana is taking steps 
to correct the present trade imbalance between the two Caricom member 
states, in spite of its severe foreign exchange constraints. Barbados Prime 
Minister, Tom Adams, said last night that Guyana’s President, Forbes 
Burnham, had offered to extend quotas on traditional Barbadian exports to the 
cooperative republic. 

Mr. Adams had just re- coun | 
turned from Guyana, where pomp eee a ot Ba Barbados, and how far 
he held five hours of infor- the U.S.-sponsored Carib- things which have not fully 
mal discussions with Mr. pean basin aid initiative. matured at the time of my 
Burnham on bilaterai is- Mr. Adams said it was talks with Dr. Williams 
sues, as well as regional and rally understood that (the /ate Trinidad and To- 
international matters of uyana might not be able age Prime Minister) may 
common imterest to both to benefit from private sec. have come to greater 
a age ; tor investment, under the  ™uturity now. 

Mr. Adams singled out amme in the way that On the pmpenesas 
garments as one area in Pa dos would. Caricom Heads of Govern- 
which local manufacturers Questioned on the possi- ment Summit, the Bar- 
could benefit from the pro- _pility of signing a memoran- %ados Prime Minister said 
mised easing of the trade gym of ration with mid-year was the most like- 
restrictions. Guyana, similar to the one _!y time he and Mr. Burnham 

Barbadian manufacturers which Ba s has with ‘fancied the long-awaited 
have, for more than five Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Conference to come off, but 
years now, been crying out Adams said this was not the actual date was yet to 
against the Guyanese trade jecessary, as there wereno ¢, decided on by the 
restrictions, contending «9.» ventures between the °° ee int ta 
that it was unfair that me nations. oe — 
Guyanese goods had unim- = But he hinted that his | the secority of the region 

ed aetess into the local Government might sign and the Western Henna. 
Market, while Barbadian shortly another such . here as a whole, but only in 
products were meeting ob- ment with its oil-rich Pecteci terms. such as the 
stacles getting into  Caricom partner. Coad aahee oF re 
Guyana. Mr. Adams said the need po ni polling — 

Mr. Adams said, however, _ of a further agreement with ouie Fnearo 9 that they dis- 
he did not know when the Trinidad and Tobago de- aaa the possibility v2 de- 
Guyana restriction would pendedon “how faracoinci- yeloping contacts between 
be relaxed. dence of interests arises in the defence forces of both 

The Barbados Prime _ certain areas between Guyana and Barbados 
Minister said he and his Trinidad and Tobago and 

CSO: 3025/147 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





ADAMS IN SECRET MEETING WITH ALL NATION'S TRADE UNIONS 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 14 Jan 82 p 1 


[Text } 


cso: 


3025/147 





PRIME Minister Tom Adams has held a top 
secret meeting with all the trade unions in 


Barbados. _ 

He called them in on Monday afternoon last and for 
three hours, he preached to them the gospel according to 
the Government on matters related to the country’s 
flagging economy. 

Called on the Prime Minister’s initiative, the 
meeting was an attempt by Adams to get the unions to 
a ee 
this year. 


Attending the meeting were senior representatives from the 

following unions: 

The Bar s Workers Union; 

The National Union of P ublic Workers; 

The Barbados Union of T eachers; 

The Barbados Secondary Teachers Union; 

The Barbados Association of Medical P ractitioners; 
The Police Association; 

The Firemen Association. 

Government sources were not saying much about the outcome of 
the talks except to confirm that the Prime Minister had asked the 
unions to show some restraint in their demands. 

Government and the NUP W and BW® will be iating new 
salaries for public workers in a few months, while the BWU will be 
negotiating sugar workers and a number of statutory bodies. Teachers 
through their unions, BUT and BSTU, will also be negotiating new 
salaries this year. 

The Government source did not mention any figures outlined by 
the Prime Minister in terms of what he considered a realistic percentage 
increase in salaries, but said a number of figures had been thrown out. 

At the meeting, some attention was given to the overall 
management of the economy and the manner in which prices had 
spiralled on the one hand and lay-offs taken place on the other. 

It was also pointed ow. shat the people of Barbados were now 
getting iess disposable incomes than six monthsago because of increased 
deductions for National Insurance. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


SUGAR HARVEST BESET BY WAGE DISPUTE, SHORTAGE OF WORKERS 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 11 Jan 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/147 


An additional 1 208 
workers are needed to 
assist in harvesting this 
year’s sugar crop. 

Cutters represent the 
largest number. Some 776 


waco, are needed in this 
category. 


Some 124 loaders are a 

needed and 13 retrievers. 

The Barbados ~~ 
’ Association 


Indications are that the SPA 
might have to look to St. 
Vincent once for the 
workers to 


y over 
when the crop is likely to start 
as the SPA and the Barbados 
Workers’ Union are 
negotiating for a new wages 
agreement for some 7 

r } 
ime Minister Mr. Tom 
Adams has supported a 
Ly gem put forward 4 the 

for an extension by 12 
months of the last agreement 
which expired at the end of 
last year. 

The proposal was made 
against the poor earnings 
from sugar last year. 
However the BWU has 


re 8 " 

r. Frant Walcot au 
general secretary, said in his 
weekly column “The Union 
ce s’’ that the ‘‘or- 
chestration of views that has 


called up to _ 
That issue. . Walcott 


said, was for the sugar 
workers of Barbados to 


By is, we mean that we 
will 


a case to 
cost of wages 


oO 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ADAMS, AT PRESS CONFERENCE, WARNS OF TAXES IN NEXT BUDGET 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 8 Jan 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 3025/147 


PRIME Minister Tom Adams yesterday 
warned B arbadians to look forward to “‘some 
taxation”’ in his next Budget. 


He did not elaborate, but pointed out that this was 
one of the areas he would have to touch on when that 


time came. 


He was at the time speaking at a P ress conference at 
the Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation’s CBC Pine 


Hill studios. 


Adams also said that during this year and the next, 
Government is unlikely to embark on any major capital 


works projects. 

He said that in the past, it 
seemed as though the was to 
provide housing for the and 
upper income groups :s West 
Terrace had turned out 40 be, but 
a “ste Government 
wou i at assisting 
owners of houses who 
wanted to upgrade them with aid 
a the — States Aid for 
nternatio Development 
(USAID.) 


The Prime Minister, dealing 
with wage restraint and the 
negotiations between the B arbados 
Workers’ Union (BWU) and the 
Barbados Sugar Producers 
Association (BSP A) said there was 
a need for an ‘‘element of realism”’ 
in negotiations. He said that there 
was a tense situation facing the 
Government with respect to sugar. 

With regards to 
negotiations, he said it was not the 
policy of his Government to 
legislate salaries, but each case will 
be dealt with separately. 

When questioned about whether 
the Government had gone to the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in the present economic 
situation, Adams said ‘‘no’’. 

However, he later said they had 
in fact gone to the IMF, but only 
to see if they could be any com- 
pensation for the sugar shortfall. 
This was not possible for 
technical reasons. 


The Prime Minister also said 


Adams 
Heywoods Holiday Project, the 
estimate for this du the DLP 
administration was $18 million 
which later rose to $28 million and 
then went to $56 million. 


However, he said, this was 
above the level of funding for this 
project by the World Bank and 
that they had refused to look at it 
any fu , just as they had done 
with the cement plant at first. 


He added too that they would 
have liked to cut back on the size 
of the project, but since the 
contractors had started all the 
hotels together this was not 
possible. 

Still dealing with the World 
Bank, the Prime Minister said his 
government would have to voice 
some copcern to that organisation 
over proposals to cut back lending 
to some countries which had 
developed to a certain extent. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


AID FOR ST LUCIA--The Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and Planning, Mr. Tom 
Adams, recently approved the purchase of EC$500 000 in St. Lucia treasury bills by 
the Central Bank of Barbados. This is part of Government's policy of economic as- 
Sistance to Caricom partners. Settlement of these bills was made through the Cen- 
tral Bank's account with the CARICOM Multilateral Clearing Facility (CMCF). Since 
the Central Bank of Barbados is a creditor to the CMCF, this purchase does not 
necessitate an immediate outflow of hard currency. Barbados has rendered similar 
assistance over the years to other Caricom countries, including Jamaica, St. Vin- 
cent, Antigua, Dominica and Belize. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Jan 82 


p 1) 


NEW PATROL VESSEL--The Barbados Defence Force has another patrol vessel. The Coast 
Guard vessel is the HMBS Excellence which arrived in Barbados from Trinidad last 
Thursday night. The vessel, which was one of those converted from a shrimp traw- 
ler, arrived with 10 crew members, including two officers. This vessel, which is 
the fifth operated by the Coast Guard, will assist with rescue and emergency oper- 
ations. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English ll Jan 82 p 1] 


CSO: 3025/147 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


POLL INDICATES FIGUEIREDO POPULARITY ON RISE 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 2 Feb 82 p 5 


[Text] Although the majority still disapprove of the way in which he has been gov- 
erning the country, President Figueiredo's popularity has been rising in the last 
12 months. These data are from the public-opinion polls the Gallup Institute has 
been conducting quarterly since May 1979 and show a rising curve in public approval 
of the chief executive's performance, 


In the most recent poll, taken in December 1981, President Figueiredo had 46 percent 
approving, compared with 48 percent not approving, a popularity rating of 2 negative 
points (the difference between the two percentages). But even so this is a favor- 
able sign for the government, as throughout 1981 these indiees have shown constant 
improvement in the president's popularity. 


After 1979, his. first year in office and the time of his highest approval ratings, 
with as much as 21 positive points, 1980 showed an enormous and constant drop in 
Figueiredo’s popularity, beginning with 15 negative points in February and reaching 
30 negative points in November. 


But the first poll taken in 1981, in February, already showed a rise, really a@ de- 
cline in disapproval, which fell ‘to 21 negative points, resulting from 36 percent 

of those polled approving Figueiredo's performance compared with 57 percent who did 
not approve. This trend continued during the following months, going to 16 negative 
points in July (39 percent in favor and 55 percent against) and 12 negative points 
in September (40 percent approving and 52 percent disapproving presidenticl perfor- 
mance). In December, finally, the 2 negative points, which mark President 
Figueiredo's highest popularity (or lowest unpopularity) since the end of 1979, 

were reached. 


The polls, made with samples representative of the Brazilian urban population in 20 
states, interviewed 2,500 persons and also led to other conclusions. The percent- 
ages approving the president's performance are always greater in the cities with 
fewer voters, descending according to the increased number of voteérs.. 


Approval ratings also decline when passing from the North to the South of Brazil. 
In the North and Center-West the Figueiredo' government's popularity index reaches 
21 positive points. This figure falls a little, although still with a positive 
rating for the government, in the Northeast, where it is 11 positive points, But 
in the East region disapproval is greater than approval and Figueiredo registers 3 
negative points. The greatest disapproval occurs ir the South region, where the 
president's performance received 12 negative points. 


8834 
cso: 3001/75 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


PCB SECRETARY GENERAL STRESSES UNITY OF OPPOSITION 
Sao Paulo VOZ DA UNIDADE in Portuguese 8 Jan 82 p 3 


[Interview with Giocondo Dias, secretary general of the PCB [Brazilian Communist 
Party], by DIARIO MERCANTIL in Juiz de Fora on 29 December: "Opposed to Tyranny . 
and Politics of Confrontation"; name of interviewer not given] ; 


[Text] 'The November package, which is a monstrosity, is entirely 
consistent with the légic of the liberalization policy. Those who 
had confused liberalization with democracy were forced to change 
their minds. We communists never fell into that error. Our strat- 
egy for struggle against the regime is clear: against tyranny and 
the politics of confrontation it wants to provoke; in favor of 
unity of all democrats, organized mobilization of the workers in 
their unions and creation, expansion and occupation of all demo- 
cratic ground," asserted PCB Secretary General Giocondo Diag in an 
interview by DIARIO MERCANTIL of Juiz de Fora on 29 December, where 
he stopped for several hours on his way to Salvador. . 


Giocondo Dias analyzed the national political situation, discussing 
various problems, among them the relationship between the military 
and civilian society, characteristics of economic development pro- 
moted by the 1964 coup, the need for an overall democratic alterna- 
tive for Brazilian society assuring political democracy and redi- 
recting the economy, and the importance of the 1982 elections. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: You are known as “the silent one"; of all communist leaders, you 
are the one who makes the fewest public appearances. So the first question is: 
What subjects may we discuss in this interview? 


Giocondo Dias: Now see here: I do not avoid public appearances. I have just re- 
cently taken part in discussions at universities and labor unions; I have written 
newspaper articles (and not only for the VOZ DA UNIDADE, the communist weekly) and 
so forth. The fact is that I speak out only when it is really necessary. In our 
interview you may take up any subject you wish. Communists are not mysterious 
conspirators. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: Let's begin, then, with the national situation of the PCB. You 
succeeded Prestes as the party's secretary general. In an interview Prestes gave 
us, he made several criticisms of the party's current policy. Is he right? 








Giocondo Dias: PCB policy is decided by a collegial leadership that expresses the 
organization's collective position in line with the latest party congress, which in 
this case is the policy formulated by communists at the Sixth Congress, held in 1967. 
Until recently, Comrade Prestes considered this policy correct. When he began ex- 
pressing peculiar differences of opinion, the leadership sought to discuss these 
with him, Prestes refused to do so and adopted attitudes that were in direct con- 
flict with democracy and communist discipline, which he had always viewed as essen- 
tial in the Leninist view. We remain open to debate as long as it follows proce- 
dures consented to by the membership. And Prestes continues to refuse, preférring 
to act outside the party. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: Then the party fired him? 


Giocondo Dias: That's not exactly what happened. Communist leadership believes 
that collective work is the only correct way to guide communist activity. Otherwise 
there is no debate, no discussion, no internal democracy--there is bossism and self- 
seeking individualism. The party leadership could not operate with a secretary gen- 
eral who refused to do usual and necessary work, They met and, by the accepted and 
democratic process, removed him as secretary general. We do not have lifetime ten- 
ure for office holders. One of the characteristics of communists is that all posi- 
tions in their prganization are filied through direct elections, 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: And what about the policy differences? 


Giocondo Dias: Prestes refused to discuss them, and as a result we communists do 
not know exactly what he proposes. Meanwhile, we are following the party line of 
the Sixth Congress. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: What, briefly, does this line consist of? 


Giocondo Dias: The communists believe that the path of socialist transition in 
Brazil passes necessarily along the democratic way. The democratic struggle implies 
unity, from top to bottom, of all antidictatorial forces to defeat and replace the 
current regime. It is in this process of democratic reorganization that the means 
of sociopolitical mobilization will be created to bring about real economic and 
social emancipation of Brazil. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: In a word, the communist proposal suggests alliances with the 
bourgeoisie. 


Giocondo Dias: Communist politics is not based upon discrimination. Realizing 
that today the central question of Brazilian life is the question of democracy, 

we are working to unify all antidictatorial persons and opinions, wherever they may 
be. Since 1964 our political practice is that of encouragement of and participa- 
tion in the democratic front. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: What about the military? 
Giocondo Dias: We do not divide Brazilian society between civilian and military. 


We think this simplification is naive and false. We have no antimilitary prejudice 
nor do we consider the armed forces a monolithic bloc. We are convinced that this 
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regime betrayed the armed forces, making them guardians of an antidemocratic and 
anti-Brazilian political system, But the military institution cannot be confused 
with the regime in its totality. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: In what you call the "democratic reorganization," where would 
the military fit in? 


Giocondo Dias: In today's world it is foolish to debate whether or not we should 
have powerful armed forces; it is an objective fact that they must be modern and 
professional. We believe they have a role to play in society. But we advocate 
that this influence be exerted in a democratic, institutional and constitutional 
manner under strict social control. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: You reduce the Brazilian problem to the question of democratiza- 
tion? 


Giocondo Dias: Absolutely. Democracy is not a panacea. Democracy of and by itself 
will not solve the historic economic and social problems we have accumulated for 
centuries, nor will it be the miraculous cure for the ills which this regime aggra- 
vated and engendered during 17 years. We merely assert that there is no solution 
for Brazil's problems without democracy, Just look at the results of 17 years of 
dictatorship... 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: Do you deny that the nation grew during those 17 years? 


Giocondo Dias: Of course not. Its economic model developed productive forces and 
modernized the nation. But how was it done? In an antidemocratic and anti-Brazil- 
ian way: it mortgaged the nation to imperialism and increasingly excluded the mass 
of the people. During the whole 17 years the regime resuliing from the April 1964 
coup did not solve a single national problem--corruption (read Hugo Abreu's report), 
inflation (think of your own salary), not to mention regional inequities, the 
agrarian problem, improverishment of the people, and so forth. This regime is per- 
fect proof that without democracy any solution for Brazil is unthinkable. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: But if democracy is not a panacea... 


Giocondo Dias: Let me summarize: We assert that democracy is the precondition for 
solving our problems. With that as a basis, the working classes can find ways to 
redirect the economy that take their interests into consideration. We see democracy 
as the base for a comprehensive alternative for Brazilian society. As this century 
draws to a close, we believe that only an all-inclusive democratic program can make 
an enlightened Brazil feasible--and not the experimental laboratory of the techno- 
crats who have made no commitment to the mass of the population. 


> 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: Does the PCB have such a program? 


Giocondo Dias: The PCB is not a dogmatic party: we do not believe we have sole 
possession of the truth. Of course we advocate a certain program for our country: 
structural transformations that open the way to socialism, the only form of social 
organization capable of correctly defining. the problems of economic and social life. 
But we believe the overall alternative the nation demands should be the product of 
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wider discussion by all segments of the population and society. Without mobiliza- 
tion and organization of all segments of Brazilian society political survival of 
any program would be impossible. This is why the democratic demand for a freely 
elected and sovereign national constituent assembly takes on the significance that 
all democrats rightly attribute to it. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: Since 1964 communists have been advocating the need for democracy. 
Many, however, doubt communist sincerity in this regard. How do you view this issue? 


Giocondo Dias: Throughout its nearly 60 years of existence, the PCB has made many 
mistakes. We did not always attribute to political democracy its real value in the 
struggle of the working class. We have now become aware that democracy is not a 
tactical question--it is a strategic auestion. But I will answer you with another 
question: Since 1922, has there ever been a dictatorship in this nation that did not 
persecute the communists? Also in Brazil, anticommunism only serves as a pretext 
for greater assaults upon human and democratic rights. Look at 1964: a coup sup- 
ported by imperialism, reaction and anticommunist rhetoric. Demagoguery deceived 
many. As everyone now knows, in the aftermath of April it was not only the commun- 
ists that were affected: it was Brazilian society that lost its civil rights. It 
is partly for this reason that the most clearheaded bourgeois political leaders now 
support the struggle for full freedom of party organization. Advocating the PCB's 
right to a legal existence, from Tancredo Neves to Severo Gomes they know there 
cannot be democracy without communists or against communists. 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: Isn't liberalization a road to democracy? 


Giocondo Dias: The regime's liberalization program has nothing to do with democracy. 
Just recall the repression of the ABC [refers to industriai sections of Santo Andre, 
Sao Bernardo do Campo and Sao Caetano do Sul] workers, the Riocentro incident and 
the November package. This so-called liberalization is an attempt by the regime to 
reform itself: isolated, eroded by enormous contzadictions and openly repudiated 
by the mass of the people (remember the 1974 elections), the regime wants to imple- 
ment a less rigid political model, ahle to absorb a certain type of pressure but 
capable of preserving its essence: a regime at the service of imperialism and do- 
mestic and foreign monopolies, The so-called liberalization of the regime is an 
attempt to neutralize the democratic aspirations of Brazilian society, leading to a 
political system that institutionalizes arbitrary government. Of course, the real 
process of democratization that we have experienced since 1977-78 is something ob- 
jective, but is the result of the confrontation between the liberalization program 
and the authentically democratic commitment cf the working class and its structural 
and ultimate allies. This process exists and we believe the most likely trend is 
that it will become strengthened, threatening the regime's survival. But the lat- 
ter, which still has strength, has taken the offensive--the November package, which 
is a monstronsity, is consistent with the logic of this political liberalization. 
Only those who confused this liberalization with democracy were surprised. We conm- 
munists never fell into that error. Our strategy of struggle against the regime is 
clear: against tyranny and the politics of confrontation it would like to see; for 
the unity of all democrats, the organized mobilization of the workers in their 
unions and creation, expansion and occupation of all democratic ground. For this, 
by the way, the electoral process of 1982, with all the restrictions the regime will 
certainly impose upon it, will be very important. There is no casuistry that can 
defeat the people. And we are going to participate actively in 1982. 
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DIARIO MERCANTIL: But isn't the PCB an illegal party? 


Giocondo Dias: But communists act as the citizens they are. Of course, illegality 
greatly limits our contribution to the democratic struggle. But the democratic re- 
organization of Brazilian society inevitably will put legalization of the PCB on the 
agenda, No serious and honest political force or personality in this nation denies 
the need for the PCB to exist legally--for example, look at the position of Afonso 
Arinos. In the legality we are going to achieve, achieving with the Brazilian peo- 
ple the minimum civil rights, we will be able to fight explicity for the territory 
we believe to be our own--that of a proletarian party, historically rooted in na- 
tional life but young and adaptable, open to all working classes, flexible and open 
to debate and innovation, firmly committed to constructing socialism... We want le- 
gality: we want society to know, judge and evaluate the program and practice of 
communists. And our legalization will be the sure indication that the nation is 
marching to democratic normalcy: without legalization of the PCB and all other 
points of view and activity, all Brazilians will be only partial and restricted 
citizens, 


DIARIO MERCANTIL: How is the PCB doing in Juiz de Fora? 


Giocondo Dias: As you know, I am just passing through during a strictly personal 
trip. I did not make any political contaets. But the Juiz de Fora comrades can 
reply correctly to your question. I just want to mention--and I'm sure you already 
know this--that the PCB has been present in Juiz de Fora since the 1920's, When 
the city was becc.ning an important industrial center the party already had roots 
here, There were martyrs in the underground struggle--I remember, for example, a 
party member named Zudio, killed by police in the dark days of the 1940's, in Sao 
Mateus, if i am not mistaken. In the legal struggle, we made a large contribution 
to legislative action in Juiz de Fora: our comrades in the municipal chamber be- 
tween 1947 and 1950 were well known for their integrity and efficiency. This, more- 
over, was reflected in the party leadership: a comrade from Juiz de Fora, Lindolfo 
Hill, participated in it. Moreover, even after the 1964 coup, when we were in deep 
trouble, Juiz de Fora communists always resisted, During the worst days of the dic- 
tatorship, between 1970 and 1975, they did not cease to fight and participate in 
local activities. Here also reaction was not able to carry out its inténtion to 
liquidate the communists. 


8834 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


GUIMARAES SAYS ONLY VIOLENCE WILL PREVENT PMDB-PP MERGER 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 24 Jan 82 p 4 


[Interview with Federal Deputy Ulisses Guimaraes, national chairman of the PMDB 
[Brazilian Democratic Mobilization Party], by Pedro Del Picchia: "Only Violence 
Will Prevent Merger, Says Ulisses"; date and place of interview not given] 


[Text] “Absorption of the PP [Popular Party] by the PMDB is an 
accomplished fact and the government can prevent it only through 
violence," asserted Deputy Ulisses Guimaraes. The national chair- 
man of the PMDB sees no legal basis for challenges to the merger 
and predicts--"for Sao Paulo and many states"--a PMDB victory in 
the November elections. 


In an interview by FOLHA DE SAO PAULO, Ulisses Guimaraes expressed 
his conviction that the electorate will combat the casuistries 
introduced by the November package by means of the “expedient 
vote"=-the vote given to the opposition party the voter »elieves 
has the best chance of defeating the government party. 


According to the PMDB chairman, "the government we have" is a 
government by “the wrong men in the wrong regime," even ‘!like a 
sparrow picking at cornmeal," that cannot even decide upon the 
election rules it intends to adopt for 15 November. 





Saying he opposes a new change in the legislation to allow current 
governors to run for another term, Ulisses Guimaraes believes that 
"in any event the people are against arbitrary government" and will 
defeat the PDS [Social Democratic Party] candidate, even if he is 
the governor of the state. 


Ulisses believes that "a military minority still has a very influ- 
ential :presence in Brazilian politics," bur believes the military 
"must be restricted to the constitutional definition of its role." 
The Sao Paulo deputy also reaffirms "the essential commitment of 
the PMDB to d¢alling a constituent assembly." 


‘Government Does Not Know What It Wants’ 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: In your opinion, is absorption of the PP by the PMDB an ac- 
complished fact? 
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Ulisses: I consider the merger an accomplished fact because the essential thing-- 
which has occurred--is the political decision. The PP and the PMDB decided politi- 
cally that they can serve the nation better by merging. In national conventions, 
the parties clearly expressed this political decision which is guaranteed by law, 
through an act of comradeship in the interests of both groups. It is astonishing 
that the government is meddling into this. The government wants to administer the 
opposition as well, but it has nothing to do with this. The government, in the case 
of President Joao Batista Figueiredo, who has arbitrary control of the PDS, is not 
accustomed to this; he seems to think he can do with other parties what he does with 
his own, 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: Can the objections raised or intended to be raised by some PP 
factions hinder the merger? 


Ulisses: The act of merger is political, the decision is political, the fact is 
political, in that the proper place to discuss the subject is the party convention. 
Other aspects are merely formal and should be challenged if, for example, the con- 
ventions of the parties concerned had been conducted dishonestly, which is not the 
case, The conventions were called in the proper manner, with appropriate time in- 
tervals and announcement of the agenda; the decisions were made by the required 
qualified quorum; everything was done properly. So such challenges do not worry us. 


'We Do Not Yet Have Rules Established for Elections’ 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: Couldn't the government make use of further casuistry to void 
the merger? 


Ulisses: The government can prevent the merger only through violence. But what I 
know of the government is that its majority ended up voting for the Badaro Amend- 
ment, committing itself to respect the merger of the PP and the PMDB. The vote held 
in Congress recently reaffirmed and consolidated the legality of merger. I don't 
believe the government wants to veto this; otherwise, where would its credibility 
be? We know that in Congress understanding, trust and fulfillment of agreements 
are essential. Of course, we have had bitter experiences in the past, but a veto 
would only bring discredit te the government and its majority. After all, of what 
use are its leaders, its representatives in the National Congress? So I absolutely 
do not believe there can be any obstacle to concluding the implementing phases of 
the PP-PMDB merger. 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: Do you believe ail the election rules have been posted or do 
you expect more changes? 


Ulisses: What is characteristic of a democratic system, a democratic regime, is 
stability. In a democratic regime the will of the law, not that of individuals, 
prevails. Brazil, unfortunately, does not have such stability. So we are already 
in the electoral phase--deadlines have passed and uthers are approaching--and we 
still do not have fixed rules for voting. For 2 years the administration has been 
fiddling around like a sparrow in cornmeal--to do or not to do, to be or not to be. 
This goes to show that the government that has so much to say about agreement is 
itself in disagreement, In Brazil the government is the problem. And how can 
that which is the problem solve the problem? What happens in Brazil with 
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misgovernment is that it is now a problem, an institutional problem and one of men. 
They are the wrong men in the wrong regime: two wrongs. The wrong men if only be- 
cause they have never gone through en electoral test. These people we have in the 
administration have never proven themselves in an election; they have never been 
councilmen, have-neyer been deputies. And they sit there making up rules as if 
they know all about it. 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: You and your party, as do the others of the opposition, criti- 
cize the government, but government men say you never do anything constructive, you 
do not offer suggestions... 


Ulisses: They say we don't offer suggestions, but let me remind you that a recipe 
is not enough. If you give a good recipe to a poor cook, the rice is ruined, the 
beans are ruined. A good prescription is useless in the hands of a poor physician. 
There's no point in giving those people recipes and suggestions; for the most part 
they are incapable of following them. Furthermore, when we do offer suggestions 
they do not accept them. For example, over 100 amendments were proposed for the 
electoral package and not a single one was adopted. Why? Because what they did 
not want to amend was the deadline, so the bill would be approved automatically by 
the calendar. 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: Even so, is it possible to have a dialogue with the government? 


Ulisses: The regime has surprised society by showing its claws. It is thought 

that the claws are clipped, but they are not. The government does not know what 

it wants; the government is instability, the government is indecision, the govern- 
ment is disagreement, disagreement even with its own party. For example, in the 
case of the electoral package: We were conversing with Minister Abi Ackel and there 
was, in effect, an unwritten dismissal of the justice minister, because he did not 
know what would go into the package, It is clear he did not know, because if he 

had known it would have been feotish..ef -him; talking with us while knowing that the 
package was being prepared. Unfortunately, what it amounts to is this: the govern- 
ment wants to win the election without having voters. It is a paradox; it is sur- 
real, We can only call upon Kafka to guide the government. 


‘We Won in 1974 and 1978 With Cassations, Torture, Exiles’ 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: Despite all the uncertainties, if there are elections, could 
the opposition win them? 


Ulisses: I think so; I am sure we can, And the proof is in the voting: we won the 
elections of 1974 and 1978; we won with the AI-5 [Institutional Act No 5], we won 
with cassations, with persecutions, with serious assauits on rights, with torture, 
with exiles. I am certain of victory and what especially convinces us is the gov- 
ernment itself, because if it did not fear society, the voter, the ballot, the 
election, it would not be doing all this juggling, like a contortionist government 
that wants to win through manipulation. We, the opposition, are going to win in 
many states. 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: In the case of Sao Paulo, Governor Maluf has been asserting 


that if he becomes a candidate he will be returned to the statehouse by popular 
vote, 
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Ulisses: I don't think the amendment permitting governors to be candidates to suc- 
ceed themselves will be approved. The amendment is poorly timed--first, because we 
are already in an election campaign; in the second place, because we are in a coun- 
try where the administration does the most outlandish things in efforts to pressure 
the voters. But in any event, the people are opposed to despotism and, whoever the 
government candidate is, he will be defeated. 


'Military Must Collaborate for Democratic Life’ 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: Governor Maluf also said the PMDB is led by old men, such as 
Senator Franco Montoro... 


Ulisses: I contend that criticism of this sort is an absolutely inappropriate and 
incompetent way to view the nation's problems. If this is all they can say against 
us, our chances of winning are all the better. 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: Will Lula's candidacy for governor greatly harm the PMDB can- 
didate? 


Ulisses: The PT [Wo.xers Party] is an autonomous, independent party. If it thinks 
it should run a candidate, it has the right to do so. Lula is one of the nation's 
respected leaders, The government decreed the "package" with the intention of 
splitting the opposition and preventing coalitions. But we contend that in Brazil 
a universal phenomenon of political sociology will be confirmed, which is called 
the expedient vote. The voter does not want to waste his vote and even if he has 
an ideological affinity for a certain party but thinks it has no chance of winning, 
he refrains from doing what he would consider optimum and does what he considers 
reasonable and expedient, voting for the opposition party that can really win. I 
beleive that in Sao Paulo, strengthened even more by the PP, the PMDB will win. 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: On several occasions, your name has been suggested as a possi- 
ble PMDB candidate for president of the republic. If you were to become president, 
what is the first thing you would do? 


Ulisses: I am not officially a candidate. Being a candidate would require a party 
convention. But everyone knows that our party's essential commitment is to a con- 
stituent assembly. 


FOLHA DE SAO PAULO: In your view, is the Brazilian regime still typically military? 
Do the military still retain the keys to power? 


Ulisses: A military minority still has a very influential presence in Brazilian 
political life. This is undeniable. Of course we in the PMDB acknowledge that the 
military have a constitutional justification; they have a role of the greatest im- 
portance in Brazil as anywhere else in the world; but they must be restricted to 
that role. What the military must do is really participate and collaborate in the 
process of normalizing democratic life in Brazil, bearing in mind that society 
should not be deprived of freedom. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


LULA ACCUSES PMDB, PDT, PTB OF ‘HALFWAY' OPPOSITION 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 31 Jan 82 p 5 


[Interview with Luiz Inacio da Silva (Lula), chairman of the Workers Party [PT], in 
Brasilia: "Lula Accuses PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Mobilization Party], PDT [Demo- 
cratic Labor Party] and PTB [Brazilian Labor Party] of Halfway Opposition"; name of 
interviewer and exact date not given] 


[Text] Brasilia--Luis Inacio da Silva (Lula), chairman of the PT, 
said in an interview with 0 GLOBO that absorpt‘on of the PP [Popular 
Party] by the PMDB served to demonstrate the difference in the 
social and economic nature of the PT and the other opposition 
parties. Accusing the -PMDB, PTB and PDT of “halfway opposition," 
Lula said he has a good chance of winning the election for governor 
of Sao Paulo. If he wins, he added, it will be necessary to create 
a bond of sulidarity with the armed forces, which he “will try to 
convince that the majority of the Brazilian people are not in the 
government offices but in the slums." 


[Question] Do you really want to be govdérnor of Sao Paulo? 


[Answer] It is not a matter of wanting, but of complying with a party decision. 
And I will work hard to win the election in Sao Paulo. 


[Question] Before the convention that chose you as its candidate, you urged them 
not to nominate you, alleging that the PT was not ready, did not have personnel to 
assume the responsibilities of governing a state such as Sao Paulo. 


[Answer] No, that wasn't exactly the line of reasoning. My point was that the 
party is now organized in 18 states and that maybe it would be better for me to re- 
main free to travel to all these states in sypport of PT candidates, rather than 
keeping me tied down in Sao Paulo, But the idea that won out at the convention was 
that I would strengthen the party much more if I were to be a candidate in Sao 
Paulo, because it would encourage other comrades to do the same thing in their own 
states. Our comrades thought it would be hard to explain to party workers why the 
person with the best-known name in the party was not himself a candidate. 


[Question] Do you think you will be el&gible? 
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[Answer] I never considered myself ineligible. My indictment under the National 
Security Law is the responsibility of the regime. In any country in the world the 
working class has the right to strike. In Brazil a labor leader is punished under 
the National Security Law for calling a strike. The executive branch makes the 
rules of the game in the political field. We know about the fragility of Congress, 
at least as now composed. The persons who belong to it do not want a political con- 
frontation with the government. I think it is the president of the republic who 
will bear the blame, not by me personally, but by the Brazilian people and also at 
the international level, since hé is trying to sell an image of democratic liberal- 
ization. The government will have to explain to the world why, in a country where 
there is political liberalization, a labor leader cannot be a candidate because he 
led a strike, But I am not worried; I'm sure I will not be ineligible. I am sure 
good sense and justice must prevail in my trial. And we are sure there are excel- 
lent chances of winning the elections in Sao Paulo. 


[Question] Do you feel you have mastery of all the problems of the state of Sao 
Paulo and hence believe yourself to be capable of governing the nation's most de- 
veloped state? 


[Answer] If anyone says he has mastery of all Sao Paulo's problems, he is lying. 
It is impossible for one huuan being to know all the problems of a state as hetero- 
geneous as Sao Paulo, which has a very contradictory social structure. What gives 
the PT a better chance than all other parties is awareness that it is not enough to 
know the problems, but it is necessary to be determined to solve them. I am sure 
that only the PT intends to solve the problems of the working class, of the people 
of Sao Paulo. It will, for instance, debate what investment will be made in edu- 
cation, health, transportation and agriculture. The PT is the only party that can 
make substantial structural changes in Sao Paulo State if state governors do not 
have financial autonomy or police power. 


[Question] For example, how would you deal with having to suppress a strike? 


[Answer] Maybe my answer is offensive and I shouldn't even say it, but what I think 
the governors really lack is independence of character. To the degree that you are 
a municipal mayor or state governor and know that power is concentrated in the fed- 
eral government, you cannot expect the federal government to lend you money without 
a political favor in return. What happens in Brazil is that these persons submit 
to the federal government, Why? Because there is no link between such persons and 
popular movements. So a governor, of Sao Paulo fo~- example, must te]l the people 
about the state's problems, There is no point trying to undertake what cannot be 
undertaken, but you must point out what is wrong. It is not enough to say the 
state needs more autonomy; you must say why it needs more autonomy, why a certain 
thing was not done or a certain service not provided. You must explain that the 
federal government does not want to put money into those states where the opposi- 
tion pe ty is in control, where the state government does not see eye to eye with 
the federal government. You must not conform to a process of paternalism, of ac- 
commodation. You must make the people aware so they understand why things are not 
happening, why it is not possible to do certain things. The only way to create 
autonomy for the state is with the capacity and courage to organize the people. 


[Question] How do you perceive your relationship with the military and police 
forces if you are elected governor of Sao Paulo? 
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[Answer] The Workers Party realizes that the armed forces are not a fictitious 
institution. They are a real institution, not only in Brazil but in all countries 
of the world. The Workers Party realizes it is being formed during a period that is 
still considered an emergency situation, as it also realized it must take part in 
elections within the rules imposed by the government. The PT, in fact, is trying to 
comply with the constitution of the republic. As governor of the state, I will be 
fully aware that the army, navy, air force and military police exist and that it will 
be necessary to create a band of solidarity between the state and the armed forces. 
But it will be necessary to have 4 reversal of values. The governor of the state 
must help these persons understand that the people's problems do not center in the 
stock exchange or in the profits of the businessman, but in the marginalization of 
the vast majority of the population in Sao Paulo or in any other state. These ac- 
tive forces of the nation must begin to realize that Brazil is not the Brazil of 
Brandeirantes Palace or of Planalto Palace. Brazil is the Brazil of the slums, of 
the marginalized world. The PT is obliged to bring about this point of view, which 
until now has been the reverse. 


[Question] Whom do you prefer as an opponent: Senator Franco Montoro or the gov- 
ernment's candidate? 


[Answer] I have no predilection for any opponent. The PT's objective is to defeat 
them both. 


[Question] Which would be easier to defeat: the government or Senator Montoro? 


[Answer] The government, which will enter the election already defeated. Even if 
the government were to invest half its budget in the election of a state such as 
Sao Paulo, it would still lose. There are new faces on the political scene in Sao 
Paulo and in the nation. The trust the people had in those who have been governing 
the nation until now is gone. Nothing they say will make any difference. It will 
do no good for Delfim Netto to create the “bigger lunch pail." The people know 
that for 12 years Delfim has been starving them to death. He is to blame fér the 
stringent wage policy; he is to blame for inflation. He isn't going to reverse 
Brazilian society's opinion of him in 6 months or 1 year. 


[Question] The PT is accused of jeopardizing the victory of opposition candidates. 
Do you consider this divisive? 


[Answer] If indeed there were any solid argument for saying, before the merger, 
that the PT was dividing the opposition, it was not even necessary for the party to 
make a response. The merger provided the great response needed to prove that the 
PT is not xseally divisive. It is drawing into participation on the political scene 
a segment of society that had never participated. The obligation of the PT is to 
show the working class that political action is not just participating on 15 Noven- 
ber in the elections, putting thetr-vote in the ballot box. Political action is to 
struggle every single day to overcome tyranny, from the neighborhood to the union 
and to the party. It is very clear what this division is: division exists, his- 
torically, not because of the working class; the truth is that economically and 
socially we are divided. We cannot live in the same house where they live, have 
the same car that they have, or wear the same shoes that they wear. 


[Question] Who are "they"? 
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[Answer] The ruling class and some sectors of the national bourgeoisie that belong 
to the opposition, There is a division. Why should we want to unite merely politi- 
cally in order to use the working class to enable them to stay in power? The work- 
ing ciass is the nation's largest social sector, It is those who are not with the 
working class that are divisive. Anyone who wishes to unite with the working class 
need only s ind with it. 


[Question] The PT, then, is the only party that intends to change Brazilian society? 


[Answer] I have no doubt, The PT is the big political event of the 1980 decade. 
It is the only one proposed that seeks the organization of the working class and a 
more just society. 


[Question] Then the declaration of the PMDB that it supports the workers and the 
lower-income classes is a lie? 


[Answer] I am not taking issue with the PMDB. I am talking about the politicians, 
the candidates as a whole. Within the PT itself there will be no grand ally of the 
working class who gets up on the platform just to ask for votes, even knowing that 
the vote is essential in an election year. The real ally of the worker is that per- 
son who is willing to help organize the working class, The speech of promises will 
no longer be enough, And I want to have the chance to prove this in the 1982 élec- 
tions. A substantial portion of the people of Sao Paulo and of Brazil will be able 
to perceive who is only talking and who is also doing. 


[Question] Does this imply a nontraditional electoral campaign? 


[Answer] One must stick to what is realistic. If I were to ask how you partici- 
pated in the 1978 or 1976 elections, you would say that each one did his civic duty. 
He showed up at the polls, thank you, and put his ballot in the box. We think a re- 
direction of the election issues is needed. Elections should be the result of an 
effort to organize the people, an organizing effort that so far hasnot been made in 
Brazil. I have heard‘it said that a candidate for federal deputy in the Northeast 
will have to spend from 40 million to 50 million cruzeiros to be elected. That a 
candidate of the halfway opposition for governor of Sao Paulo will have to spend 
from 300 million to 400 million cruzeiros and the government candidate will have to 
spend 1 billion cruzeiros... We are going to campaign without even the hundredth 
part of such lofty sums. Why? Because elections today are based upon the profes- 
sional votegetter, whereas we intend to be elected on the basis of the militancy 

of the rank and file. 


[Question] Which are the halfway opposition parties? 


[Answer] One must distinguish between “opposition and “opposition parties." 
There are parties that are in fihe. opposition because they want to come to power, 
but they do not intend to make structural changes. I don't consider this to be 
opposition, I consider all parties that claim to be of the opposaition--except the 
PT--to be halfway oppositionists, 


[Question] Will the PT survive the 1982 elections? Will it receive the minimum 
number of votes required by the constitution (5 percent 6f the national vote and 
3 percent in at least nine states)? 
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[Answer] The party has been legalized in advance. The number of votes is our 
problem. In the state of Acre, for example, we have enormous chances to elect the 
governor, and in Sao Paulo as well. In Rio de Janeiro we have a fighting chance 
for state governor. Many things can change in 6 or 7 months. It depends upon how 
hard you campaign to explain your political proposals, 


[Question] With this proposal for such radical changes, do you think that if the 
PT wins it will be permitted to carry it out? 


[Answer] We realize that the process of transforming a nation such as Brazil will 
not take place overnight, but slowly, with organizing the people, with gradual ac- 
complishments. The party is complying with the law. It is doing nothing contrary 
to the nation's constitution. So, if we win the election but someone prevents us 
from taking office, it will not be the party's fault. But I don't think this is 
likely co happen. 


[Question] When you were a union leader, you criticized the political class and 
said you rejected it. Have you changed your mind? 


[Answer] In regard to the political class, no. I did change my mind about being 
in politics. Until 1978 I was a completely apolitical union leader. I felt the 
working class did not have to become engaged in politics. However, after the 
struggles of Sao Bernardo do Campo we discovered that union action cannot provide: 
everything the working class needs, but can at the most improve the relationship 
between labor and capital. Political action is needed to restructure society. But 
I still believe there are few persons now in public office that have any commitment 
to the people. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


DECREE PREVENTS EBN FROM ACTING AS PROPAGANDA AGENCY 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 28 Jan 82 p 2 


[Text] Brasilia--A presidential decree published yesterday in the DIARIO OFICIAL 
prohibits the Brazilian News Agency (EBN) from operating as an official propaganda 
agency. Since its current president, Marco Antonio Kraemer, took office 8 months 
ago the company has been meeting the demands of publicity agencies but not operating 
in the field of propaganda. Now, with the decree that amended the EBN bylaws, this 
restriction was made official. 


The decree also established administrative subordination of the EBN to the Justice 
Ministry and policy subordination to the Press and Publication Secretariat of the 
Presidency. The previous bylaws connected the company with Mass Media Secretariat 
(SECOM) , abolished at the end of 1980. Within 2 months EBN is to form its permanent 
staff. 


Changes 


Besides prohibiting the EBN from intermediating contractual propaganda services for 
the government, the decree provides for utilizing personnel of the erstwhile Nation- 
al Agency and calls for forming a permanent staff. Marco Antonio Kraemer said that 
professional qualification tests will be made in hiring additional employees. 


He stressed that when he became its president, the EBN had 906 employees and is now 
down to 698, "a number that should decline even more with absorption of the person- 
nel from the former National Agency." He revealed that the EBN permanent staff 
will have 737 employees. : 


According to the new bylaws, the EBN has, among its duties, “gathering, producing, 
transmitting and distributing, directly or in collaboration with the mass media, 
news regarding activities and events of public, federal and other administration 
{that is] of public interest, of a political, econemic, financial, civic, social, 
recreational, cultural and artistic nature." 


It must also “gather, , prepare and distribute to mass media, public entities, pri- 
vate domestic, international or foreign companies, news photographs, graphic arts 
products, bulletins and informative programs of national interest by means of graph- 
ic, photographic, electronic, cinematographic or any other processes," 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


CLANDESTINE ARAB ‘LIBERATION' GROUP FOUNDED 
Bogota CROMOS in Spanish 15 Dec 81 pp 20-23 
[Article by Ligia Riveros: "Arab Terrorism Arrives in Colombia"] 


[Text] A man with a Central American accent called CROMOS and claimed to have some 
important journalistic material for the magazine. The next day, the call was 
repeated and an appointment was set up. The instructions entailed boarding a 
flight to Pereira, from which they took us to a certain location in the country 

to inform us on the activities and intentions of a new clandestine group that will 
operate in Colombia, training shock forces for the war in the Middle East. This is 
the first news concerning the new organization consisting of Latin American Arabs 
who entered the country via the Gulf of Darien, and who are seeking to carry their 
plans to the final consequences. 


Known date: 6 December 


Uncertain appointment: Avianca's next to last flight bound for Pereira. 





Code: for me to appear dressed in red. 


Despite the fact that it had been previously agreed that I was to appear alone in the 
Pereira airport coffee shop, I arrived with Jorge Torres, one of the magazine's 
photographers, and we sat down to wait. An hour later, at 2100 hours, we heard over 
the loudspeaker, "Telephone call for Ligia Riveros." Through the mouthpiece I 
recognized the same voice that had called CROMOS, when he said: "Who is the man with 
the blue jacket and briefcase?" Terrified, I answered, "He is a fellow worker. His 
name is Jorge Torres. You can check his identity on the magazine's banner." "All 
right," he said,"wait for instructions." And he hung up. 


Fifteen minutes later, a man with a briefcase who had been sitting behind us closed 
the book that he was pretending to read, stood up and in passing brushed against our 
table, saying in an almost imperceptible tone: "Follow me." We took a taxi, and 

got off at the intersection between the airport and the highway. "You must wait," 
he ordered. I touched his briefcase and realized that it was heavy. I said to 

him, “What are you carrying there?" Silence. We learned later that it was dynamite. 
The man, who was young, with a curved nose, wearing jeans and a light shirt, was 
visibly nervous, and was chewing gum. A dark Simca went by us and, without stopping, 
slowed down. They opened the back door from inside, and motioned to us. We jumped 
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into the car. Im front, beside the driver, who never spoke nor turned around, 

a dark man 30 years of age, with a mustache and kinky hair, said with a marked 
Central American accent, "Stoop down," and covered us with a jacket that reeked of 
tobacco. All that we had was questions: Who were they? What did they want? Why 
so much silence? An hour later, when we were on the open highway, he ordered us: 
"Get up;" and ended in a sharp tone: "Your papers!" When he learned that we really 
were journalists, he identified himself: "We are from the commando group backing 
the Arab cause. We are seeking the unity of the people. Our movement is made up 
of Latin American Arabs." 


"How strange," I told him, "last week a meeting of Jews in Bogota to denounce the 
repression in Russia came to an end." He brusquely interrupted me: "Don't express 
opinions about Jews. Confine yourself to questions." 


Suspicious of Jorge Torres’ silence, the Central American asked him: "What is your 
role here?" "I ama photographer." Addressing me, he scolded: "Ligia, we warned 

you that photos were forbidden.” I tested my powers of persuasion, but only succeeded 
in eliciting the comment, "We shall see whether we may be somewhat flexible in this 
case." 


During the 4 hour drive, amid uncomfortable stooping and rising when people came 
and went, we held our breath every time a contact was made. Upon driving by bars, 
all we heard was a song by Raul Santi, one popular song after another; and on the 
road we noticed the scent of our coffee. Suddenly, the car came to a dead halt. 
Despite the heat, the Central American pulled up the zipper on his jacket, hung a 
small bag over his shoulder and said: "We have arrived." 


We entered a house in wrecked condition. Inside there was only a wobbly table, a 
tile floor and a hall. The walls had disappeared. The man whistled and, like an 
echo, several whistles were heard simultaneously, accompanied by the beams fren 
several flashlights. "We are covered. Don't worry. We shall respect your physical 
integrity." He left us alone a few moments, while he issued instructions. Then, 
slowly, almost counting each step, he gave a nod and opened the dialog by saying: 
"Ask questions, but be concrete." 

With the Ringleader of the No 4 Latin American Backup Commando Group 


Without light, only the flame from the match every time the Central American lit a 
cigarette, and with questions and answers like machine-gun fire, the interview 
lasted until dawn. 

[Question] What is your name? 

[Answer] Liberation commander. 


[Question] What are you looking for in Colombia? 


[Answer] Backing, backing from all those who believe in the cause of Arab and 
Palestinian liberation. 


[Question] How long have you been in Colombia? 
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[Answer] Three months. 

[Question] By what route did you enter the country? 

[Answer] Via Panama; through the Gulf of Darien, to be exact. 
[Question] With how many people? 

No answer. 

[Question] Who are the members of your commando group? 
[Answer] Mainly Latin American Arabs. 

[Question] Where were you born? 


No answer. 





[C sestion] Your parents? 
[Answer] They are Syrians. 
[Question] Why did you choose Colombia? 


[Answer] Without becoming involved in international politics, or the politics of 
your country, because that is not up to us, we must say that Colombia is one of the 
countries most open to any type of foreigner who arrives. 


[Question] Does your liberation movement in support of the Arab cause cover other 
countries, or does it exist only in Colombia? 


[Answer] The coverage is total. We have different command groups in all the Latin 
American countries. The unity of the Arab people is our primary goal. 


[Question] Please answer me exactly: What countries are included in your commando 
group? 


[Answer] It is not my commando group; it is the commando group of the Arab people, 
and it has extensive coverage, as I have already told you. We here in Colombia are 
the fourth, and they exist in various Latin American countries, such as Venezuela, 
Panama, Ecuador and Peru, among others. 


[Question] I understand that you are the ringleader of the No 4 commando group operat- 
ing in Colombia. It is clear that each country has its chief for the various commando 
groups. Who and where is the leader of this movement to back the Arab cause? 


No answer. 


[Question] What does it mean to you to have come to Colombia, a country so far from 
the Middle East, from your roots and from the liberation that you desire? 
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[Answer] Unity can be acquired only through the conscientization of the Arab people 
themselves throughout the entire world. In many places, in many countries,there 
are Arabs. who really do not understand the all-importance of unity. We are 
struggling to have them join us, on the basis of their nationality and on the 
basis of the nation in which they were born. For example, if it were in Venezuela, 
to have them feel that they are Venezuelan Arabs, so that they may really command 
respect for the cause that we are defending through our liberation movement. 


Training Camp in Colombia 


[Question] Exactly what has your work been in Colombia, during the 3 months that 
this commando group has been in the country? 


[Answer] There are a great many people in Colombia of Arab descent, as is the case 
all over the world. But it is not only the Arabs who sympathize with our cause. 
The No 4 commando group has recruited Colombians (we were to talk with two of them 
later) who love the Arab cause. We have both male and female personnel, who are 


being trained for the time of the great war, to fight on the side of the Arab 
armies. 


[Question] Does that mean that. you have training camps in the country? 
[Answer] Affirmative. 

[Question] How many? Where? 

[Answer] One, and I cannot tell you where it is located, because of security. 
[Question] How did the weapons enter? 

No answer. 

[Question] What type of weapons? Where were they manufactured? 
[Answer] More modern than those used by the Colombian Army. 

[Question] How many people are there? 

No answer. 

[Question] Are there women? 


[Answer] There are Arabs of different nationalities, and also Colombian men and 
women who have proven to be excellent students. 


[Question] Are any of them in any way associated with the guerrilla movements in 
Colombia, or have they been? 


[Answer] No, we prefer that those who become members of our commando groups not have 


any association with this type of struggle. We prefer people between 17 and 30 
years of age. 
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[Question] How do you recruit the Colombians? 


[Answer] We never use pressure. They are the ones who voluntarily join, because 
they are familiar with the cause that we are defending, and think that it is 
worth the trouble to fight for it. 


[Question] Describe a day in the training camp. 


[Answer] The day usually begins at 0200 hours with gymnastics, and later hiking, - 
and military training. There are discussions of the Arab cause. We often tune 
in the few news facilities that we have, such as the radio. 


[Question] What type of radio? 


[Answer] A powerful shortwave one. Now you can see how things are. The Americans 


are somewhat good for that. We also find out what is going on through the Arab 
broadcasts. 


They Were Born in Managua and Are Independent of the PLO 


[Question] Do you receive instructions from the Arabs in the East? Do you have 
anything do with the the PLO? 


[Answer] From the very outset, our organization has been totally separate from the 
PLO on the organizational chart. We are seeking first of all the unity of the 

Arab people. When we are united in all the camps, and when that great attacking 
army is ready to bring us in confrontation with the imperialists, then we shall 

be able to say that the entire force is united in a single cause. For the present, 
we are independent. | | 


[Question] How and where did the commando movement in support of the Arab cause 
come into existence? 


[Answer] It came into existence in 1975, in Managua. 
[Question] Why in Nicaragua? 


[Answer] Because at that time the Nicaraguan Arabs wanted our country to have a 
lasting peace, and that there be none of that dismemberment. This idea was 
instilled there, and we began the great movement on a worldwide scale. After 
Nicaragua, we went to El Salvador. If I am not mistaken, General Romero was in 
power. It was our lot to witness the great slaughter of 29 July 1975 in the 
famous "country of smiles." Those were the things that prompted us to reconsider, 
to think: In the Middle East there are support, force and shock commando groups, 
but on the Latin American level we are completely unprotected and helpless. It 
was then that the idea of the backup commando groups in these Latin American 
countries acquired more force. 


We Are Not Barbarians 


[Question] The Arabs have a reputation for being terrorists, for being violent, for 
not giving in to anyone or anything. People fear the Arabs. 
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[Answer] Every type of struggle through the ages has been hard. They really consider 
us to be atrocious because of the decisions that we make, because we are radical; 

but we are not barbarians. It is merely circumstances which make humans barbarous. 

If we observe events through the ages, the Americans were barbarians in Vietnam, and 

so were the Nicaraguans in achieving their liberation from the Somoza regime, against 
that tyranny which threatened to become endless. We Arabs are being taken for common —. 
criminals and for the commandos of the brotherhood themselves. 


[Question] What are the commandos of the brotherhood? 


[Answer] They are ultrarightwing groups comprised of people who have sold the 
entire Arab cause for wretched banknotes. They are people without a country, for 
whom one cannot have any kind of consideration, because they have betrayed their 
country, their religion, and their race, and they really cannot exist among the 
Arab people. 


[Question] Financed by whom? 

[Answer] By Jewish imperialists and American imperialists. And they keep them in 
the Arab regimes to put up opposition, that opposition which befits all governments, 
but which in this case is detrimental, because it is not nationalistic but rather 
imported, with the deserters and all those who are betraying the Arab people. 
[Question] Specifically, of what do you accuse the commandos of the brotherhood? 
[Answer] Of attacks such as the one committed recently in Damascus, with a car bomb 
which killed over 100 Syrians and left a large number wounded. In other words, the 
first operation assassinated their own brothers for the cause of foreign imperialism. 
[Question] How do you punish that betrayal? 

[Answer] It is no mystery to anyone. If necessary, even dying. 

[Question] And even killing? 

[Answer] It is only logical: one dies in wars. If you don't kill, they kill you. 


[Question] How did it happen to Sadat, a man who wanted peace? 


[Answer] It was the very high price he had to pay in order to achieve the unity of 
the Arab people. Sadat should have-taken into account the views of the other Arabs 
when signing any document with the Jews. Sadat did not consult with other Arab coun- 


tries, and paid for his mistake, because the Camp David Peace Treaty has not actually 
brought any good results for the Arab people. 


"We Shall Not Carry Out Violent Acts in Colombia’ 


[Question] Don't you think that when this news reaches the public you will be the 
ones harmed? 
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[Answer] We would have to make ourselves known some day. Understandably, after 
you publicize this meeting the tracking of us will begin. But you as journalists 
must be sincere-in reporting that we shall not intervene in Colombian politics. 
Our mission, throughout the Latin American region, is to attain the integration of 
the Arab people. We are not engaged at present in any type of violent action 

to be carried out on Colombian territory. 


The Central American threw the last cigarette on the tile floor and stamped on 
it angrily. Then he gave a whistle which we could scarcely hear, but which 
caused the flashlights to operate again in the gloom, with intermittent lights, 
as if they were sending messages in Morse code. Half an hour later, it began to 
dawn. On the return trip the chief of the No 4 commando group operating in 
Colombia told us about his life: that he began fighting at the age of 15; that 
he fought beside Commander Zero in Nicaragua; that years later he was tortured 
in El Salvador under a zinc roof with a constant temperature of 34 degrees, in 
a room with 300 light bulbs; that they applied the "eye-opener" to him, a kind 
of ring which does not allow one to blink; and that a Sandinist commando saved 
him from being shot. He described it without distress and without changing the 
tone of his voice, and then concluded by saying: "They are the consequences of 
the struggle." 


Somewhere on the highway the Latin American Arab got out while the car was moving. 


Three hours later, the driver let us off near the Hotel Zoratama, in the middle 
of downtown Pereira. | 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


‘MAS' RELEASES LAW PROFESSOR, STUDENT 


_ Bogota EL ESPECTADOR, in Spanish 18 Jan 82 pp 1-A, 7-A~ ~————~——— -----—- --- —---- ----- 


es 


[Text / After apparently remaining in the hands of the clandestine organization 

called Death to Kidnappers (MAS), the professor of constitutional law in Externado 
University of Colombia, Ricardo Sanchez and the student, Mabel Cabanillas, who had 
been kidnapped Thursday night in the northern part of Bogota, were freed yesterday. 


The kidnapping of the professor and the student bordered on the spectacular since 

it was perpetrated by no less than 15 men armed with modern weapons and provided 
with "walkie-talkies" who appeared at the professor's apartment, surrounded it,- 
climbed to the roof of the building and giving the impression that it was a military 
operation, waited until the professor and his student left the apartment to seize 
them. 


According to the information obtained by the editorial staff of EL ESPECTADOR, the 
professor and the student furtively carried off to a Land Rover camper which was 
parked in front of the building together with a station wagon and apparently an 
automobile. 


Several hours after the kidnapping some of the members of the group again entered 
the apartment and undertook a minute inspection leaving the apartment in disorder 
and taking some unspecified articles. 


A Strange Contradiction 


In the belief that the capture had been carried out by the Brigade of Military Insti- 
tutes, two lawyers arrived at the brigade's office and obtained the report that 

the professor and the student were there. However, such information was later corrected 
by B-2, who maintained that at no time had professor Sanchez and the student Cabanillas 
been apprehended by units of that group, much less were they to be found in their 
headquarters. | 


The strange event interested the Permanent Committee for the Defense of Human Rights, 
whose personnel initiated measure's to establish the whereabouts of the lawyer and 

the young woman who had been at the professor's apartment for the purpose of preparing 
a thesis. 
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Freed Blindfolded ° 


Yesterday at 0100 hours Mabel Cabanillas was taken blindfolded from the place 
where she was held captive and removed in a vehicle toward the area of El Salitre 
where she was abandoned without any money to get home. The young woman took a 
taxi and asked the driver to take her to her home where she arrived without 
further difficulty. 


With regard to Dr Sanchez, he was freed, also blindfolded, at 0800 hours and under 
circumstances which could not be established since the professor was very reserved 
in this regard, surely for fear of some retaliation from his kidnappers. 


Affiliated with the Socialist Revolutionary Party, headed by the sociologist Socorro 
Ramirez, Dr Sanchez is the author of various works, among them one entitled "Constitu- 
tion" and for several years he has occupied the chair of constitutional law in the 
Externado Law University. 


9678 
CSO: 3010/717 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


HONDURAN DENIAL ON KIDNAPPING--A commando of ELN [National Liberation Army] asserted 
in a communique sent to this newspaper that he kidnapped for 1 hour the Honduran 
diplomat, Ricardo Rodas Garcia, in reprisal for that country's supposed intervention 
in the affairs of El Salvador and Nicaragua and he added that he had set fire to 

the diplomat's automobile, sending as proof the blue license plate YT 0932 which 

was left together with the communique near the office of EL ESPECTADOR. The ambassa- 
dor of Honduras said that no member of that mission corresponds to the name supplied 
by the guerrillas and the police authorities indicated that they had no news whatever 
on the possible burning of the diplomat's car. [Text] [Bogota EL ESPECTADOR in 
Spanish 18 Jan 82 p 11-A] 9678 


MINERAL PRODUCTION FIGURES--The Banco de la Republica stated that with the excep- 
tion of silver and iron, national production of minerals increased substantially 

in the first 9 months of 1981. A report from the Department of Economic Studies 

of that institution indicates that in the period January to September of the past 
year the production of gold reached 390,258 troy ounces, compared with 245,184 in 
the same period of 1980, a figure which represents an increase of 13 percent. The 
production of silver decreased 9.5 percent with 92,047 troy ounces in 1981 compared 
with 100,912 in the preceding year. Im the case of hydrocarbons, the production 

of crude oil reached 35 million barrels, an amount which is compared to 34.1 million 
in the period analyzed in 1980, which indicates an increase of 2.6 percent. A decrease 
in the extraction of iron ore was observed going from 385,582 to 320,768 in the 
periods cited of 1980 and 1981, figures which show a decrease of 20.3 percent. As 

a result, the production of steel ingots decreased 6.8 percent. The Banco de la 
Republica commented that cement plants obtained, in the 9 months cited, a production 
of 3.3 million tons, compared with 3.2 million in the prior period, an increase 

of 3.3 percent. [Text] [Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 18 Jan 82 p 12] 9678 


DROP IN UNEMPLOYMENT--An official source noted that unemployment in the country 

at the end of 1981 registered a rate lower than 8 percent, the lowest in the last 

10 years. DANE [National Administrative Department of Statistics] will divulge 

in the next few hours, the statistical bulletin corresponding to this January, where 
figures on unemployment and the labor force, retail sales , industrial production, 
foreign trade, the construction sector, among other indicators, are presented. The 
last figure on unemployment, corresponds to the month of September when it was 8.1 
percent. On comparing the figures on unemployment since 1971, it is estimated that 
the lowest rate was achieved in 1981. The conduct of unemployment in the country 
throughout the previous decade and the initial years of this decade are the following: 
In 1971, 9.4 percent; 1972, 8.6; 1973, DANE did not take a house-to-house survey; 


in 1974, unemployment reached 10.4 percent; in 1975, 10.6; 1976, 9.2; in 1977, 8 
percent; in 1978, 8.4; in 1979 it settled at a level lower than 8 percent. 
/Excerpts/ (/Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 17 Jan 82 pp 1,10/ 9678 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY UNIFORM BAN--Roseau, Dominica, Jan. 6 (CANA)--The Dominica authorities 
have issued a warning that it is an offence for persons other than policemen, 
special constables or members of the armed forces to wear military uniforms of any 
kind. according to the emergency powers military uniform prohibition regulations, 
persons are also prevented from selling or buying any military uniform during the 
period that this country remains under a State of Emergency. The Government of 
Prime Minister Eugenia Charles declared the Emergency here on December 19 follow- 
ing a pre-dawn attempt the same day by a group of armed men to seize power. Under 
the regulations enacted by the Government on December 29, any person who contra- 
venes or fails to comply with the requirements shall be guilty of an offence and 
liable of summary convictions to a fine not exceeding EC$500 or to imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for a period not exceeding six months, or both. The 
order defined military uniforms as combat or other distinctive dress generally 
worn by members of armed forces and includes any apparel designed to resemble such 
dress or any part. When the armed masked men attempted to take over both the is- 
land's main prison and police headquarters, they were reportedly dressed in mili- 
tary uniforms. Of the 13 people detained so far in connection with the incident, 
10 of them were members of the disbanded Dominica Defence Force, including its 
Commander, Major Frederick Newton. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Jan 
82 p 10) 


OPPOSITION SENATOR'S RESIGNATION--Roseau, Dominica, Thursday, (CANA)--Opposition 
Senator in the Dominica Parliament, Pershin Waldron, has resigned his position in 
the House and also as President of the Dominica Labour Party of Ex-Prime Minister 
Patrick John. According to a letter read in Parliament today, Mr. Waldron, who 
had also served as Speaker during the John Administration, said he was stepping 
down because of "family and domestic reasons." His resignation becomes effective 
from January 31. Mr. Waldron was not in Parliament today. Mr. Waldron was re- 
cently identified with the newly-formed United Dominica Labour Party, whose chair- 
man, until a Constitution has been drawn up and a convention held, is Michael 
Douglas. Mr. Waldron had contested the July 21, 1980, general elections as a can- 
didate of the Dominica Labour Party, l ‘sing to Michael Douglas in the Portsmouth 
constituency. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Jan 82 p 3] 


SEIZURE OF BOAT, ARMS--Roseau, Dominica--Dominica's police have arrested five men, 
two French nationals and three Dominicans, after seizing a quantity of goods, in- 
cluding firearms, on the vessel on which they arrived here. Acting Police Commis- 
sioner Ensley Pierre, told reporters that among the goods seized were three double 
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barrel 12 bore shotguns, and nine flare guns. He said the police acting on a tip 
off, had been able to arrest the men on their arrival at a southern coastal vil- 
lage here on Sunday, loaded with the goods. The officer declined to name those 
arrested. Pierre said the boat La Tower De Beger had arrived from one of the 
neighbouring French islands. The goods seized by the police also included a wooden 
case of jewellery, a quantity of marijuana, one motor cycle and a ladies bicycle. 
The acting police commissioner said the men were being detained while investiga 
tions continued. 


CSO: 3025/155 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BISHOP DESCRIBES COCOA SCHEME, OTHER AGRICULTURAL PLANS 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE=-NEWS in English 10 Jan 82 p 3 


(Text ] St. George's, Grenada, Saturday, (CANA)--A massive cocoa rehabilitation 
scheme and miles of new feeder roads are among the major agricultural schemes 
planned for Grenada in 1982, according to Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. 


He said his People's Revolutionary Government (PRG) was now spending 54 times more 
money on agricultural development than was spent under the Eric Gairy regime, oust- 
ed in a coup in March 1979. 


"Our agriculture is originally becoming green once more and we must ensure that in 
1982 it will be much greener," said Prime Minister Bishop in his New Year's radio- 
television address to the nation. 


"At present, new scientific methods of cultivation and experimentation on new 
crops is underway. Also, proper methods of conservation and field sanitation are 
being employed, so that soil, water and plant resources can be saved. 


"Increasingly, the application of science and technology to agriculture is over- 
coming old barriers and opening the way to greater production and full use of our 
land," Bishop added. 


He cited the Mardigas Soil and Water Conservation Project which is bring dozens of 
acres of useless scrub land into productive use as "the most impressive agricul- 
tural innovation in our country, and possibly the Eastern Caribbean." 


Much progress has been made in agriculture in the two years and nine months of the 
revolution, but many grave setbacks have also been experienced such as hurricanes, 
floods, freak wind storms and disease, which have brought considerable destruction 
to cocoa, nutmeg and banana crops and to roads and bridges. 


Furthermore, millions of dollars in vital foreign exchange have been lost as a re- 
sult of the collapse of cocoa and nutmeg prices on the world market. 


The Prime Minister said that 1982 would also see more agricultural cooperatives 
and training programmes for youths interested ir. agriculture. 
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The leader of the Grenada Revolution emphasised the social and economic importance 
of agriculture to the nation by describing it as the "motor of our economy", the 
pillar and bedrock of our entire economic system." 


Forty per cent of Grenada's gross domestic product and half of all foreign exchange 
earnings come from agriculture. 


Almost 7 000 Grenadians work full time in agriculture and over 35 000 citizens de- 
pend directly and solely on the soil for a living, he said. 


Before the revolution, the average age of a Grenadian farmer was 62 years, but as 
the recent agricultural census Shows the average now to be 51 years, an indication 
that more unemployed youths have since become involved in agriculture, the Prime 
Minister said. 


"This is undoubtedly a hopeful sign for the future and we eagerly look forward to a 
significant increase in this youth involvement in 1982," Bishop said. 


CSO: 3025/148 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS EMBRACE BROAD INITIATIVES 
New Products 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 10 Jan 82 p 3 


(Text ] St. George’s, Grenada, meet the ever-increasing 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


BANANA INDUSTRY UPGRADING--St. George's, Grenada Sunday (CANA)-~-The Grenada Banana 
Co-operative Society has announced plans to upgrade the industry which last year 
faced serious problems through disease and low returns for exports to Britain. The 
association said in a release that it was projecting an export target of 6.0 per 
cent higher than the 1981 level. The society said that as part of its efforts to 
upgrade the industry it would be continuing its pest and disease control programmes, 
as well as strive for the adoption countrywide of a method of sleeving and deflow- 
ering of the fruit which would help to improve the quality for export. The society 
also plans to set up a banana-ripening room, re-equip boxing plants and increase 
the number of workers involved in the process of field-packing the fruit. The 
optimistic outlook for the industry this year is based on the greater accessibil- 
ity to banana fields resulting from the construction of feeder roads by government, 
as well as the positive interest being taken by the state-owned Grenada Farms Cor- 
poration in the production of bananas. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 11 Jan 
82 p 3] ; 


CsO: 3025/148 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





DIAMOND, GOLD OUTPUT UP DUE TO NEW MONITORING SYSTEM 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 19 Nov 81 p l 


(Text } 


CSO: 


3025/149 


THE new monitoring 
system implemented by the 
Guyana Geology and Mines 
Commission has had a 
*‘tremendous effect’’ on the 
declared output of gold and 
diamonds in Guyana, an 
official of the “Guyana 
Gedogy and Mines Com- 
mission reported yesterday. 

According to statistics 
released by the Commission, 
the quantity and value of 
gold and diamonds declared 
for the month of October, 
more than doubled that 
declared for the month of 
September. 


During the month of 
October, 74 206 kilograms of 
gold valued at over $3,08 
million were declared by 
miners in four of the six 
mining districts, compared to 
38 723 kilograms valued at 
over $1,59 million declared 
for the month of September 
in five mining districts. The 
royalty paid for October wes 
$107736,74 compared with 
G$57 159,49 in September. 

By the end of October, gold 
production in Guyana had 
reached a dedared output of 
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72 206 kilograms valued at 
G$15186016,66. And the 
royalty peid wes $649347,71. 


The declaration of diamonds 
increased from 361,50 metric 
carats valued at $62800,. jin 
September to 1 079,38 metric 
carats valued at over $1,57 
million in October. 

Royalty paid on the 
diamonds increased from 
$1768.75 in September to 
$5311,53 in October. 

The details show that 
7376,&? > carats of 
diamonas valued at $107746 
eR Fe declared from 
Mazaruni, Potaro and Cuyuni 
mining districts for the 
period January to October 
1981. During this period also, 
$36181,26 was paid in 
royalty. There were no 
dedar ations from the Berbice, 
North West and Rupununi 
districts. 

Meanwhile, an official of the 
Guyana Geology and Mines 
Commission has expresseu 
satisfaction over the success 
of the new and more efficient 
monitoring system _in- 
troduced some six weeks 
ago. 


GUYANA 








COUNTRY SECTION 


PPP STATEMENT LAYS 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 22 Nov 81 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


IN a week-end statement the 
People’s Progressive Party has 
observed that the PNC regime 
is now admitting what is al- 
ready well-known, that pro- 
duction in the three main sec- 
tors of the economy is continu- 
ing to plunge downwards, Ac- 
cording to the statement — 
“Official figures from Guysuco 
confirm that production for 1981 
will be only about 80-85% of the 
target. And while there are yet 
no official figures for bauxite 
and zice, it is confirmed by 
workers and farmers in these 
two industries, that production 
has again fallen, despite glow- 
ing pronouncements earlier in 
the year that production would 
improve. 

While the PNC regime looks for 
ecapegoats and various excuses 
for this sorry state cf affairs, 
the lack of democracy and pop- 
ular involvement in decision- 
making is the basic reason for 
the production disasters facing 
the nation year after year. 

The People’s Progressive Par- 
ty stresses that as long as this 
credibility gap between the 
people and the regime contin- 
ues, the production scenario 
will continue to be ope of pes- 
simism and economic down- 
turn, Rigged elections are 
stumbling block number one to 
greater national productive ef- 
fort, Other factors could be 
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"ECONOMIC RUIN’ AT DOOR OF PNC 


summarised as (1) inefficient 
and incompetent management 
of state enterprises as a result 
of the use of political patronage 
in jobs, training and promo- 
tions; (2) Alienation of workers 
and farmers through rigging of 
trade union elections and non- 
recognition of popular mass 
organisations in the productive 
fields; (3) Chronic shortages of 
replacements and parts for in- 
dustries, inputs, tools, etc.; (4) 
IMF -dictated policies and aust- 
erity measures which -have led 
to high taxes, frozen wages, in- 
creased prices for goods and 
services and retrenchment; (5) 
oppressive measures against the 
left and democratic forces, viola- 
tions of human rights and va- 
rious freedoms guaranteed in 
the constitution and (6) the 
exodus of essential skills 


through pclitical and racial dis- 


gressive Party has ‘chosen ‘the 
slogan under which it is at pre- 
sent operating: “Organise and 


Resist 1” 


GUYANA 


COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


BAUXITE SHORTFALL-~-Georgetown, Guyana, Jan. 22 (CANA)--Official bauxite production 
figures for 1981 show shortfalls of up to 30 percent which will result in a drop of 
150 million dollars (1 Guyana dollar; 33 cents U.S.) or 10 per cent of total for- 
eign exchange earning expected of the Guyana economy for the year. According to 
the figures, which appeared in the Bauxite Industry Publication "Guymine News” 
production of calcined bauxite, a major foreign exchange earner, was down to 514,000 
tons. This was 30 percent below planned levels, as was the case with metal grade 
bauxite, with an output of 640,000 tons, and alumina, with 170,000 tons produced 
out of an original target of 240,000 tons. Chemical grade bauxite production at 
335,000 tons was 15 percent below target. Production last year reflected a general 
downward trend in the industry since 1970. Commenting on the situation, the House 
organ of the state-owned industry, "Guymine News", said that "1981 has been a mis- 
erable year in terms of production". 


LOANS FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT--The Sarvodaya Development Education Organisation 
(SARDEO) will shortly receive a loan of US$270000 from the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB). According to a release from the IDB, the organisation will also 
receive a technical co-operation grant of US$56000 from the IDB Fund for Special 
Operations. It is expected that the loan will help improve living standards of 
members of the organisation which is based in the Mahaica area on the East Coast, 
Demerara. The loan will also help to provide financing for agricultural crop pro- 
duction, livestock and dairy production and the processing of agricultural products 
through the use of appropriate technology. Specifically, it will involve the con- 
struction and equipping of a farmers' supply centre, a products processing and mar- 
keting centre, a technology centre/workshop and the purchase of agricultural sup- 
plies such as fertilizers, seeds, tools and equipment. The loan has a 40-year 
term, with a one per cent annual commission. It is expected that up to $185000 
will be disbursed in U.S. dollars or other available foreign currencies and the 
remainder in Guyana dollars. It will be repaid in semi-annual instalments, the 
first of which is due ten and a half years from the date of the contract. SARDEO 
is currently engaged in farming and several cottage industries. The loan is ex- 
pected to assist in the generating of employment. It is also expected to stimulate 
the use of appropriate technology and to assist in the developing of new products. 
SARDEO was created in 1976 to foster social and economic development in rural areas 
throughout Guyana. It currently has about 23 organised community groups, with a 
membership of 4 000 persons. [Excerpt] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 

25 Nov 81 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


FESITRANH ANALYZES ELECTIONS, STATES FEDERATION'S POLICY 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish i9 Dec 81 p 22 


[fext] The Union Federation of Northern Honduras Workers (FESITRANH), an organization 
of the workers with a democratic orientation in our country, has published a document in 
which it analyzes the 29 November elections. 


The main portion of its text reads as follows: 


"Modern trade unionism is supported or guided by clearly defined political-ideological 
platforms which are closely linked with the political movements or parties which 
sponsor them. 


This is a historical reality demonstrated by the existence on the world level of 

three trade union confederations or central organizations which are markedly different 
in orientation. They are the International Conference of Free Trade Union Organizations 
(ICFTUO), which is the international labor arm of the social democrats; the World 
Confederation of Workers (CMT), which represents the Christian Democrats; and the 

World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU), which promotes and defends Marxist-Leninist 
interests. 


These great international trade union organizations are represented in Honduras by 
the Confederation of Honduran Workers (CTH), the General Workers Federation (CGT), 
and the United Honduran Workers Federation (FUTH), respectively. 


But it is essential to note that the Free and Democratic Honduran Trade Union Movement 
(FESITRANH, FECESITLIH [Central Federation of Unions of Free Honduran Workers], CTH) 
does not support, much less is an appendix to, any political party in our country, 
unlike the other two Honduran trade unions, which are clearly aligned with the political 
parties of the Christian Democrats and communists, like the world trade union organiza- 
tions mentioned above, with which they are also affiliated. 


Based on our absolute independence and entirely free of any party interference, but 
fully recognizing that political democracy can only be exercised jointly with social 
democracy, because a people can only be free if they participate in their own economy 
and enjoy its benefits, the executive committee of the FESITRANH issued a general 
public appeal a few days prior to the elections, urging its thousands and thousands 

of federated members working in the rural sector and the cities to go en masse to 

the polls on 29 November to cast their votes freely and spontaneously for the political 
parties and candidates with whom they sympathized. 
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Thus we confirmed our absolute respect for the political pluralism which prevails 
within our ranks, and once again we became aware of the leading role played 

by the free and democratic trade union workers, who must ensure, through their votes 
and not through violence, a promising future for our country and the triumph of 
democracy, certain of the full validity of the principle which says that there is 

no universal formula for democracy, and that each country must find its own path toward 
freedom and social justice. With the popular choice of a new constitutional government, 
we advanced at least one step toward the achievement of inis goal. 


Thus the people of Honduras cast their electoral verdict, and the results thereof 

will without a doubt indicate that the Free and Democratic Honduran Trade Union Movement 
participated conscientiously and effectively in the election of the new constitutional 
government which will control the destiny of our country for the next 4 years, indicating 
that the free and democratic trade union votes of the thousands of workers in the 

rural sector and the cities who serve under the banner of the FESITRANH have been 
channeled, nurturing a new hope for a better fate for our country, toward democracy. 


What has been described above does not in any way reflect fanciful or opportunistic 
thinking. It is simply the tangible reality derived from concrete facts, the election 
results, observed in terms of the few votes won by the political party and the indepen- : 
dent candidate whose political-ideological guidelines govern the other two Honduran 

trade union organizations, the CGT and the FUTH. 


To give the electoral contest an 29 November and its results their just 

dimensions, we should note that 75 percent of the valid votes came from the worker- 
peasant sector, and the vast majority of these came from the free and democratic trade 
union movement. Without meaning to imply a sectarian class attitude or thinking, 

we can say that this fact places us on a truly militant level and gives us sufficient 
moral stature for the FESITRANH to formulate, at the proper time and with the responsi- 
bility and noble aims which characterize our free and democratic trade union movement, 
serious and concrete choice of plans for the elected constitutional government to 
consider, in connection with the effective implementation of the social, political 

and economic democracy which the people of Honduras in general and the organized workers 
in particular want. 


The above concepts represent a summary of the analytical study of the national reality 
in the light of the results of the 29 November elections undertaken by the executive 
committee of the FESITRANH, in the certainty that it is fully reflecting the feelings 
and thoughts of it thousands of members--workers in the cities and the countryside, 

who are organized in the federated trade unions all over the country. We have respon- 
sibly analyzed the situation and concluded that the FESITRANH, faithful to the statutory 
principles which gave it warmth and life in 1957, will once again assume a firm position 
in defense of the eminently democratic principles for whose survival, full implemen- 
tation and preservation the new constitutional government which has emerged from the 
very heart of the Honduran people must provide an economic, political and social system 
which will promote changes which are revolutionary but not violent in any way. 


If we desire democracy as a political system, we must guarantee social peace by com- 
bating social injustice and by taking the steps which will allow the just and real 
participation of all Honduran citizens in the solution of the various problems which 
plague the people of Honduras today. 
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To this end, the elected constitutional government can rely on the unselfish social 
support of the Union Federation of Northern Honduras Workers. 


San Pedro Sula, 16 December 1981 (signed by the Executive Committee of the FESITRANH)." 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. APPROVES NEW BUDGET 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 19 Dec 81 p 40 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--Gen Policarpo Paz Garcia, president of the republic, and the 
Council of Ministers approved the general budget for the republic for 1982, which 
totals 1.486 billion lempiras, last night. 


The budget will be sent to the National Constituent Assembly today for final approval. 
It is believed that the budget will not undergo major alterations, since the reporting 
commission of the assembly has worked together with the budget commission, despite 

the fact that that state body has full authority to rule on the matter. 


Secretary of State for Finance and Public Credit Benjamin Villanueva said that 1.011 
billion in domestic funds and 474 million in foreign funds will provide budget coverage. 
"It is important to note thet this is a budget of notable austerity and represents 

an effort to reconcile public expenditures with the income the central government 

will receive in the coming year, showing a reduction of 1 percent in current expenditures 
as compared with last year,” Villanueva said. 


He added that the draft buaget reflects the true fiscal situation which the country 

will face in 1982 and will probably require great sacrifices and very serious austerity 
measures, not only to reduce expenditures, but in order to improve tax administration 
substantially. 


The 1981 budget totaled 1.350 billion lempiras, while the new one totals 1.486 billion, 
representing an increase of 136 million, with a greater increase in foreign funds 
and a relatively small decrease in domestic funds. 


Fiscal Income 


On the subject of the fiscal income for the coming year, Villanueva said that it was 
planned with a high degree of realism to total 870 million lempiras, as compared to 
the 850 million planned for 1981, which in real terms came to 752. 


This official believes that this decline in income can further be reduced next year 
if tax income and tax collection are improved by means of a better policy in this 
sector. 


— + « -+-—— ~ —-—— -_— <~ - —- aus —— «<= —-- - -_—_— —- - -_— -_— 


Larger Budgets 


The ministers with the largest budgets are public education, which accounts for 
almost 15 percent of the budget total; public health, with about 10 percent; with 
natural resources in third place and zommunications, public works and transport 
in fourth. 


57 





However, if foreign funds are used, the SECOPT will rank first, with almost 25 percent 
of the general budget for the republic, because it includes the financing for the 
El Cajon hydroelectric project. 


No New Taxes 


The secretary of state for finance and public credit said that the planned budget 


was drafted such as not to require any additional tax, with the recommendation instead 
that tax administration be improved. 


Fiscal laws currertly exist which if properly implemented could substantially improve 
state fiscal income. 


5157 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


TEXACO REFUSES TO PROCESS MEXICAN, VENEZUELAN CRUDE OIL 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 17 Dec 81 p 48 


[Text ] Te gucigalpa--The Texaco refinery in Puerto Cortes refuses to process the 
crude oil Honduras imports from Venezuela and !% xico. 


The attitude of this trans:.ational company its regarded as a challenge to the authority 
of the government, which it should be said in passing, has not been able to force 
the American enterprise to process the crude oil from those countries. 


Texaco prefers to process the oil imported from Saudi Arabia and several African 
countries, because it deems this more profitable than the processing of the oil ob- 
tained from Mexico and Venezuela. | 


In addition, this transnational company claims that when it has processed crude oil 
from the countries which sell to the government of Honduras, it has had problems in 
obtaining gasoline using its own techniques, an explanation which has been acknowledged 
by officials of the Ministry of Economy and Commerce. 


The head of that ministry, Ruben Mondragon, has admitted that the refinery suffers 
losses when it processes Mexican and Venezuelan crude oil, particularly when it comes 
to operational costs for obtaining gasoline. 


"Therefore," this official said, "the refinery prefers to import the crude oil it 
believes will bring it the greatest profit per barrel, as is the case with that from 
Saudi Arabia." 


“We have not been able to force Texaco to process Venezuelan and Mexican crude oil, 
and they have their justification, since as an enterprise in which the government 
has no management control, they are perfectly entitled to process the oil they prefer," 


Mondragon said. 
Inexplicably, this official said that the refinery is operating at a loss and that 


therefore it is allowed to import the crude oil from those countries where it can 
obtain a greater profit per barrel. 


He then said that no further fuel import permits will be issued this year. 


In conclusion, this official said that in recent days the refinery has sought to 
submit a petition to the Ministry of Economy asking for a review of the current price 
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structure for products obtained from oil, using as justification the fact that it 
is losing money on its operations. 


In 1980, Texaco earned about 7 million lempiras, free of all costs, such as the pay- 
ment of taxes, wages, operational and other costs. 


5157 
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JAMAICA 


COUNTRY SECTION 


SEAGA KNOWS OF NO MILITARY AIMS OF CARIBBEAN BASIN PLAN 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 23 Jan 82 p 2 


BRAG (RET 
i i nes a stil i. He Ha 
tate rte 4} HB int Hue 

Nyegbs AER tan tith 
sal aH ei oh He 
scruieelnett Ail just 
E ite 3 Hie is i! ‘' a 
i at ili ital 
ifsiints eel: TL HET 


(Text ] 





3025/151 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


JMA WANTS GOVERNMENT TO CORRECT TRADE IMBALANCE WITH GUYANA 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jan 82 p 4 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/150 


KINGSTON, Thurs: 
(Cana): 
THE Jamaica Manu- 
facturers’ Association 
(JMA) wants govern- 
ment to give priority 
to resoiving the trade 
imbalance problem 
with Guyana, says 
JMA Director Ray 
Hadeed. 


The matter was raised at 


the 
while Guyana purchesea $14 
million in a 
Mr. H alleged that 
Guyana was purchasing 
from Eastern Eur »e 
t were available win 
Caribbean m ity 
(Caricom);, in treach of Bn 
regional agreement t 
covers the Commonwealth 


Mr. Hadeed had suggest- 


gg ME cor my 
or 
from Guyana until 
eye balance was cTr- 
rected : 


However, the manufac- 
turers decided that ‘he 
issue should be take.. up 
with Jaimaica —— 
Minister Hugh Shearer 
could discuss 


a negative balance of trade 
with Guyana in recent 


years. 
$74 mil- 
lion Foam ing Jamaica 


ed from Guyara in 
ah ahs bate ae Sa 
million deficit in 1978 and a 


$16 million deficit in 1979. 


JAMAICA 








COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


NATIONAL DEBT NOW AT $6.5 BILLION, WILL INCREASE IN 1982, 1983 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Jan 82 p 1 


[Text] JAMAICA'S NATIONAL DEBT of the people rather than with the state 
now stands at $6.5 billion, according of economy. 

to Mr. Ronald Sasso, Managing Pc! as — eal 

Director Royal Bank Jamaica money to Jamaica. e 

Limited tess of these banks had deferred payments 

€ ; and had “given us an extension of time 

Speaking at the launching of a five- to pay our debt.” This situation, he said. 

indicated the level of trust which the 


year development plan for the Scout 
Association of Jamaica at King’s 





cal year 1982-83. “It is bound to get nation with people of “courage, inge 
larger and will continue to grow until we nuity and loyalty to continue to fight 
the people of the country are abl: to pro- what to be a losing. battle 
duce and reduc~ that debt,” he said. ane eo 
scouts, as loyalty cour: 
The trade gap showed a shortfall of — 
eomsagie Ys sperinnene ey othe lp a ance of the United States, other 
get would be short by $100-million — cence donde in the quest 
because of certain setbacks in the # 
economy. OF THE FIVE-YEAR scouting devel- 
=n ns ts ahi opment plan he noted that no civilized 
a = > ‘ae ae a oe ale, Se 8 nee 
don’t know where the $100-million is die  inaienen. én soak of scouts 
coming from, anless some i? te 5,000 to 20,000, buc stressed that 
_ Sratei ag sistan beomens the, dg ofS to 18 oto 
ween the ages of 5 to 19 w 
HOWEVER, MR. SASSO WAS should be involved in the movement. 
OPTIMISTIC that the money would be The plan was presented at a dinner. 
raised because of ihe trust and con- hosted by Governor-General, the Most 
fidence that the country had earned. Hon. Sir Florizel Glasspole, Chief Scout 
When the 1.M.F. negotiators arrived of Jamaica, and was attended 7 the 
in the island in the 70s, he said, they Minister of Youth and Community . 
had come to “assess the people rather ent, the Hon. Errol Anderson, Briga- 
than to add up the figures”. dier en Robinson, Chief a 
In his dealings with the 1.M.F. offi- sioner of the Scout Association, ¢ 
cials, he was struck by the fact that they Chief Justice, the Hon. Kenneth Smith 
were more concerned with the character and Mr. Cecil Langford, Chairman of 


the Scout Association. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


FIRST STEP IN SUGAR INDUSTRY REVIVAL; LABOR UNREST A THREAT 


Government Budgetary Support 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 18 Jan 82 p 3 


[Article by John Sempler] 


[Text] | THE GOVERNMENT'S announced 
plans for resuscitation of the sugar 
industry is only the first step in a 
process that must ensure that never 
again should the industry be 
entrapped in the vicious circle that 
has brought it so close to 
bankruptcy. 


The vicious circle of course, is the 
inability of the industry to produce the 
volume of cane necessary to efficient 
grinding operations at the factories 
which in turn determines the levels of 
income generated by the industry to 
maintain field and factory operations. 

Quite rightly, priorlty is being given in 
the new thrust to increased cane pro- 
duction and improved harvesting facil- 
ities. It has been recognized that any 
plan for recovery must begin with a suf- 
ficiency of canes delivered to the facto- 
ries in volume as required for contin- 
uous operations. e cane-farming 
sector of the industry must seize the 
opportunities offered in the Sage 
programme and in the availability of 
fertilizer and chemicals to increase 
production. 

They must then monitor closely their har- 
vesting procedures to see that clean, 
fresh canes are supplied to the factories 
and during the economic reaping peri- 
ods. Reaping canes outside of the rec- 
ommended economic cycle results in 
poor juice quality requiring a greater 
volume of canes to the ton sugar and 
increasing production costs. 


Economic cropping cycles 


The steps announced by National Sugar 
Company Limited to establish a reap- 
ing schedule at each Estate that wou 
end the crop at a pre-determined date 


“should go a long way in returning the 


operations to their most economic 
cropping cycles. 


This decision will, however, require a 


co-ordiaated p me of reaping. 
transport and mi with constant liai- 
son between factories and fields. 
Improved communications in this area 
of the operations would go a far way 
towards eliminating frequent factory 
stoppages for out-of-cane which cause 
excessive oil usage. 

Imp ‘cane production efficiency is 
a oes " pace Ye than improv- 
ing factory iency. Yet, in anticipa- 
tion of the increased cane supplies 
over, say, a three-year period, the facto- 
ries must be prepared to cope. There is 
no question that a massive re-devel- 
opment programme is needed to bring 
the factories in line. Money must be 
found to provide the spares needed for 
~ omg and maintenance programmes. 
The Government has indicated that 
this programme is next on the list of 


y- 
The bu ry support of $39 million 
provi by the Government this year 
must be seen as a temporary rescuc 
operation. Every effort must be made 
to cut cost by improving efficiency espe- 
cially in the vital areas of cane suprlies 
and energy usage. 
A great deal of the losses sustained by 
the industry in recent years was caused 
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by the fact that the factories operate at 
about 80% substantially fixed costs, so 
that any shortfall in production increas- 


es the unit cost at a 


aster rate than the 


percentage decline in production. 

Once the projected resuscitation of facto- 
ries and fields is achieved, the industry 
should be in a position to generate 
enough income to be self-sustaining 


and viable. 


Editorial on Workers’ Role 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Jan 82 p 6 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/150 


The appeal by the Minister of 
Agriculture, Dr. Broderick to 
workers in the sugar industry to 
increase productivity and to avoid 
disruptive actions on sugar 
estates, which will inevitably lead 
to further financial losses, is one 
which the workers would be well 
advised to heed. Undoubtedly, 
the Minister's statement applies to 
the industry in general, but it 
must be directed particularly to 
the workers on the three sugar 
estates — Bybrook, Caymanas 
and Innswood — who have been 
on strike now in its second week, 
The persistent labour unrests 
in sections of the economy pose a 
serious threat to economic stabil- 
ity. and undermine the Govern- 
ment’s effort to induce capital 
investment into the country. The 
agricultural sector in particular 
has perfomed dismally over the 
past few years with its contribu- 
tion to Gross Domestic Product 
declining by an aggregate 14 per- 
cent in 1979-80. While there was 
Cecline in ali sectors, the sharp 
fall in sugar and banana was th 
greatest contributor to the overall 
decline in agricultural output. 
From $57,000 tons in 1976 sugar 
production fell to 236,000 tons in 
1980 and in the first ten months 
of 1981 output amounted to some 
16 per cent below the yield for 
the corresponding 1980 period. 
The poor performance in sug- 
ar gives cause for consern since 
Jamaica and a number of CARI- 


COM partners have firm quota 
commitment both under the 


‘ LOME CONVENTION and the 


International Sugar Agreement. 
Under normal conditions a failure 
to meet the terms of the LOME 
agreement could result in a loss 
of the quota. Last year, for 
example, Jamaica's failure to 
reach the target tesulted in the 
untenable situation in which 
domestic supplies had to be divert- 
ed to meet its market com- 
mitment. Then, to meet local 
demand, scarce foreign exchange 
had to be spent on the importa- 
tion of supplies, so that, an 
unhealthy. situation exists in the 
industry and it will be aggravated 
by the strike action. 

Aspects of the income tax 
ttructure, which allows for the 
taxation of overtime earnings, are 


_ a disincentive to work effort, but 


that is a matter for income tax 
reform and not a matter for 
strike. Surely, the workers who 
have resorted to strike action 
against certain legitimate deduc- 
tions from their wage packet must 
know this. The strike action is a 
clear reflection of the level of 
ignorance which has taken hold 
on some elements of the trade 
union movement. The apparent 
readiness to disregard al¥ con- 
stituted machinery and throw the 
¢conomy into chaos suggest that 
some workers appear not to fully 
understand the fragility of the 
economy. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


MINISTER BUCK: 


BAUXITE WEAKNESSES RETARD ECONOMIC RECOVERY 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Jan 82 p l 


[Text ] 


WEAKNESSES in the bauxite alu- 


mina industry have already set 
back the Government's projection 
for economic recovery, the Minister 
of State in the Ministry of Mining, 
the Hon. Basil Buck, said on 
Friday. 


Deliversag the main address at a ceremo- 


ny honouring some Alcan (Jamaica) 
Limited workers for 25 years of service 
to the company at the Mallards Beach 
Hotel in Ocho Rios, Mr. Buck said pre- 
liminary = for production and 
exports in the year just ended indicated 
th: alumina ex rose to 2.5 million 
tonnes from 2.4 million in 1980. 

“However, bauxite exports fell to an esti- 
mated 5.2 million tonnes from 6 mil- 
lion tonnes and total bauxite disposed 
of was about 11 1/2 million tonnes, 
half a million tonnes less than the 12 
million tonnes di of in 1980.” 

The Minister said given the reduced 
aluminium demand in the pzincipal 
markets, Jamaica's output this year was 
“most ly to better our perform- 
ance in the year just ended”. 


The effect of lower output, he said, was 
being compounded by the depressed 
price levels of metal, with consequent 
effects on the levy earnings. 

“Now is not the time to play games with 
the national interest. Now is the time 
to be realistic. With 2.9 million tonnes 
of inventories and Jamaica's production 
of 2.5 million tonnes annually, the sce- 
nario is obvious. As Galbraith said ‘poli- 
tics is not the art of the possible. It con- 
sists in choosing between the disastrous 
and the table,” Mr. Buck said. 

“If che immediate prospects seem 
gloomy, I don‘: want to close without 
expressing my confidence in a revival of 


“AS IT IS, 


the industry in the medium term,” he 
went on. 


“What is absolutely vital is that all of us 
— workers, management and Govern- 
ment — mobilize all our skills and dis- 

ipline to sustain such output as is pos- 
sible and improve productivity in the 
interim so that when the upturn comes 
a bauxite/alumina industry will 
competitively placed to take advan- 
of such revival in markets and to 

ift output to record levels. 

“In this connection, no element is more 
va than labour. In the final analysi 
nation's economic prospects, no 

than your own, are in your hands.” 

Commenting earlier on the labour situa- 
Goan wa tg aeopeian b 

ent was doi it 
could to bring a speedy and reasonable 
settlement of the new labour contract. 

“Strikes and shut-downs are most defi- 
nitely not in the national interest,” he 
said, adding “it is not just levy and roy- 
alties that are lost, the country also 
loses the benefit of the workers’ w 
which are not paid, revenue loss to t 
railway and the other local purchases 
of goods and services which are fore- 
gone. And be it remembered that all 
those payments are in the form of for- 
ign exc inflows. 

weakness in the alumi- 

nium ee has already set back our 
rojections for economic recovery.” 

r. Buck said it had been “frequently 

re Trop see said in the recent 

” that political freedom was mean- 
olees without economic freedom. 


“The recent difficulties in the bauxite- 


alumina sector have generated an esca- 
lation in this a ent. To support 
this thesis, it is olialeiads pro by 


my friends on the left that the govern- 


ment should own and control most of 


JAMAICA 
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the economic resources of the country 
and in particular the bauxite alumina 


LOOKING BRIEFLY, wt the market 
demand for aluminium, Mr. Buck said 
that in 1980 world metal statistics 
“inform us” that 11.953 million metric 
tonnes or 78.3 per cent of the total mar- 
ket was consumed by the market econo- 
mies. A total of $310 million metric 
tonnes or 21.7 per cent was consumed 
by the centrally planned economies. 


Jamaica, he said, produced the equiva- 
lent of 2.5 million tonnes or 75 per 
cent, almost all, of the aluminium con- 
sumed by economies. 

“Are my friends on the Left suggesting 
that the potential exists to double the 
consumption in the planned economies 
to accommodate Jamaica,” I think not. 

“Let us be realistic. Let us face the facts 
of = ral in. voice € we live. N 
in life is E has a price, 
the Minister said. sis Z 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


SOVIET DEFECTOR CHARGES PNP TIES TO USSR; PAPER ASKS REPLY 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Jan 82 p 6 


Text] 


cso: 


On Sunday, December 20 last year 
we published a report by a. Special. 
Correspondent which was based on 
statements made by Mr. Alexi Les- 
hitchouk, a second Secretary in the 
Soviet Embassy here who had 
defected in 1980. 

: What emerged from the state- 
ment: was the Second Secretary's 
skill in depicting his Soviet Govern- 
ment and the leaders as being 
reluctant to be drawn into an 
imperialist super-power-client state 
relationship with Jamaica. This is 


fair enough, from the Soviet point | 


of view, but what was disturbing 
was the image drawn by Mr. Les- 


htchouk of a PNP Government. 


anxious for just such a relation- 
ship. The former Prime Minister's 
anxiety to visit the Soviet Union, 
the pressure on the Russian 
Embassy here to arrange the visit, | 


the allegation of Mr. Manley's 


instruction to his civil. servants on. 
the mission to withdraw objections 
to the wording of the joint commu- 
nique, so as not to spoil the effect 
of the visit; the alleged declara- 
tion of Mr. Manley to the then 
Soviet Premier Mr. Kosygin (now 
deceased) of his eagerness to trans- 
form Jamaica into a socialist state,: 
and that Jamaica was at one spirit- 
wally with the Soviet Union, but 
he had to hesitate to say so in pub- 
lic paint a completely different pic- 
ture of Mr. Manley from that his 
party was wont to project of the 


3025/150 


self-reliant, independent-minded 
Third World leader in search of a 
ney. economic order in which the 
super-powers and the developed 
world would give due recognition 
and equity to the developing. 

To add to the picture of a lead- 
er and of a Government willing to 
snuggle close to the bosom of the 
Kremlin bear, Mr. Leshtchouk 
tells of efforts by former Ambassa- 
dor to Moscow Mr. Clare to inter- 
est the Russians in economic aid 
and relationship and of the Rus- 
sian insistence on trade. Another 
interesting factor which emerged 
from the disclosures was that the 
PNP.Government placed its antipa- 
thy to the JLP opposition above 


‘trading considerations, when it 


refused to allow a Jamaican com- 
pany to buy 1,200 Ladas from an 


eager-to-sell Soviet Government 
because the head of the firm was 


JLP. 
The PNP has been silent over 
Mr. Leshtchouk’s disclosures, and 
surprisingly so has the JLP. We 
believe that, at least the PNP owes 
the public a reply to Mr. Les- 
hechouk's allegations, even if the 
JLP sees nothing in the matter to 
ask questions of the PNP in Parlia- 
ment. But the message from the 


: Soviets was clear — they need no 


new Cuba ia the Caribbean which 
would add to the heavy burden 
they have to bear for that Carib- 
bean surrogate. 
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JAMAICA 





COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 











TRADE IMBALANCE--Jamaica's balance of trade in 1981 was "grossly unfavourable” 
because of the large injections of capital required to stimulate the barren economy. 
This was stated by the Minister of Industry and Commerce the Hon. Douglas Vaz, at 
the opening of the commercial office of the Venezuelan Exporters' Association (AVEZ) 
at the Terra Nova Hotel, on Thursday night. According to him, in 1981 the balance 
of trade between Jamaica and her trading partners was most unsatisfactory. However, 
trading activity in 1981 was considerably more than in 1980. Giving figures he said 
that some $2.3 billion worth of goods were imported into Jamaica in 1981, over 24 
per cent more than the previous year. Of this amount, consumer items accounted for 
$800-million as against $207-million, in 1980--an increase of 45 per cent, or $93- 
million more. This year, provision of raw materials will be concentrated on, he 
said. Raw material imports had increased by 15.6 per cent in 1981, and it was 
hoped to increase the importation of raw materials from Venezuela. Mr. Vaz told 
the members of the Association that despite significant increases in imports from 
other countries, imports from Venezuela, which was mainly fuel, only grew by some 
0.5 per cent. Importation of capital goods also grew last year by some 47.8 per 
cent. Capital goods was a major item on the national import bill moving from $318 
million in 1980 to $470 million in 1981. Mr. Vaz said the opening of the AVEX of- 
fice here would enable stronger trading ties to be forged between Jamaica and Ven- 
ezuela, particularly in the area of exports from Jamaica. Attending the opening 

of the office were the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Neville Galli- 
more; Dr. Jose Enrique Porras Omana, Venezuelan Minister of Development; Dr Regulo 
Camp Martinez, president of AVEX; and Dr. Luis Echevarria, Venezuelan Ambassador 
to Jamaica. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 Jan 82 p 1] 


BAUXITE STRIKE LOSSES--Jamaica has lost over U.S.$250,000 in revenue as a result 
of the strike by hourly-paid workers at JAMALCO at Halse Hall in Clarendon which 
began last week Wednesday. According to JAMALCO's public relations manager, Mr. 
Tony Ray, approximately U.S.$60,000 is being lost daily until the matter is re- 
solved. Meanwhile, negotiation of a new wage contract between the five bauxite- 
alumina companies and the National Workers Union continued yesterday under the 
chairmanship of the Rt. Hon. Hugh Shearer, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Agreement to re-open the negotiations was reached after the N.W.U.'s decision to 
revise its claims for increased pay and fringe benefits for some 4,130 unionised 
bauxite workers. The negotiations on behalf of the workers are being conducted 
by Mr. Michael Manley, N.W.U. Co-ordinating Adviser; Mr. Caswell Rodney, N.W.U. 
Vice-President; Mr. Derrick Rochester and Mr. Lascelles Perry, Assistant Island 
Supervisors of the WN.W.U. 
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AID FROM NORWAY--The Norwegian Government has granted an amount of 20 million 
kroners (approximately US$5 million) to be used under the Norway/Jamaica Technical 
Co-operation Agreement for 1982, for a number of development projects in Jamaica, 
following an official visit by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, Rt. Hon. Hugh Shearer, to Norway in November last year. The technical co- 
operation agreement is monitored by a joint Jamaica-Norway Commission of which Mr. 
Shearer is currently the Jamaican Chairman. Projects carried out under this Nor- 
wegian programme include maritime training, trade union education, and various 
surveys. The seismic survey done under the programme provided the basis for the 
off shore drilling now being undertaken on the Pedro Banks. Projects to be dealt 
with in the future programme includes oil and gas exploration, industrial co-oper- 
ation and bilateral trade. High on the agenda will be proposals for the completion 
of the project dealing with the establishment of the Maritime Training Institute. 
Mr. Shearer's visit re-affirmed the close bonds of friendship between the two coun- 
tries. There was mutual agreement that the programme should continue and that the 
scope of bi-lateral trade and economic co-operation between the two countries 
should be expanded. A top-level team of Norwegian officials is scheduled to visit 
the island next month to finalise with Jamaican officials the specific projects to 
be included in the programme for 1982. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 

22 Jan 82 p 1) 


BANANA WORKERS' WAGE DEMANDS-=-The BITU has served an eight=-point claim on the 
Banana Industry for increases in wages, minimum daily and weekly rates, severance 
pay and insurance coverage for unionised workers employed in banana cultivations 
and the boxing plants. The claims are for a 50% increase on all task rates, a 
minimum daily labour rate of $12 (currently $8), a minimum weekly rate of $60 
(currently $40), special adjustment for skilled workers including drivers, a 25% 
bonus payment calculated on earnings over a 12-month period, life insurance cov- 
erage for all workers to the value of $8,000, and in the case of death by acci- 
dent $16,000 with coverage for loss of limb, hearing and sight, severance pay to 
be on the basis of 12-1/2% of total earnings multiplied by years of service and 
premium pay of 15% on task rates for work done after 5 p.m. to be increased to 
20%. The claims are on behalf of workers in Morant Bay, Highgate, Christiana, St. 
Ann's Bay, Cambridge, Port Antonio, Bog Walk, Montego Bay, Lucea and Chapelton. 
The union has asked the Secretary for the Joint Industrial Council for Banana Cul- 
tivation, Miss J. Chang, to summon a meeting of the Council to discuss and settle 
the claims as soon as possible. [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 23 Jan 82 
p 2) 


cso: 3025/1511 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


DE LA MADRID AUTHORS PROLOGUE OF JURIDICAL WORK 


[Editorial Report] Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish on 4 February 1982 

page 19-A carries a book notice for ASPECTOS JURIDICOS DE LA PLANEACION EN MEXICO 
[JURIDICAL ASPECTS OF PLANNING IN MEXICO], issued by the Secretariat of Programming 
and Budget and published in 1981 by Editorial Porrua, S.A.; Av. Republica Argentina, 
15; Mexico 1, D.F. The notice states, in its entirety: 


"In this volume are reproduced the reports presented at the seminar organized 
by the Secretariat of Programming and Budget for analyzing the juridical instru- 
ments involved in our country's planning activities. Lic. Miguel de la Madrid, 
author of the prologue, indicates that in these essays ‘are presented the sugges- 
tions and observations necessary for preventing our legal framework from becoming 
outdated for the unavoidably necessary consolidation of a national planning 
system.’ This book is a joint publication of the Secretariat of Programming 
and Budget and Editorial Porrua." 


CsO: 3010/828 
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COUNTRY SECTION ‘NICARAGUA 


VICE MINISTER OF EDUCATION ON NEW EDUCATIONAL POLICY 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 18 Dec 81 pp 62-63 


[Interview with Dr Miguel de Castilla, Nicaraguan vice minister of education for 
planning and education policy, in Havana, by Concepcion Duchesne; date not given] 


[Text] Dr Miguel de Castilla, Nicaraguan vice minister of education for planning 
and education policy, is cordial, frank and available for discussion and communication. 


When we asked him to talk with us for BOHEMIA, the ecohes of the subjects discussed 
in the Fourth General Assembly of FLACSO (Latin American School of Social Sciences), 
which he attended as his country's delegate, and had not yet abated. Without a 
doubt the exciting problem of education, which is so closely linked to the social 
and economic structure and whici defines so well a country's level of development, 

is approached by Castilla not only, let us say, in its scientific aspect, but rather, 
above all, in its revolutionary relevance, precisely because the character of a 
specific society is clearly revealed in education. 


"This is true," he assures us perceptively, "but sometimes the actual situation 

is much more eloquent than the total theoretical analysis, because we never imagined 
the degree of organic disaster in education under Somoza, which not only did not 
create an educational system which might permit it to reproduce a dependent capitalist 
society, but rather created a non-system: That is, there was a total lack of articu- 
lation among the various educational systems in the country. For example, the former 
Minister of Education had no idea of what was going on in private education or how 

it was being done. 


"Now, then, if one stops to reflect, one perceives immediately that the 51 percent 
illiteracy into which Somozism plunged our country has a concrete explanation: Nica- 
ragua's role within world capitalism was to produce necessary raw materials for 

the imperialists at such a level that it did not require skilled labor for the coffee 
and cotton harvests (bear in mind that only 8 percent of our cotton production was 
processed into textiles within the country). One therefore did not need either 
technicians or university-trained professionals. This explains clearly the reason 
for this enormous illiteracy rate and the total abandonment of the ecucational sys- 
tem. 


"In addition," he added firmly, "Somozism did not establish a specific type of ideo- 
logical domination involving a preconceived and coherent iaeological system, since 
domination was exercized through terror and brutality. Somoza did not need the 
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school system to validate his domination on the ideological level: Therein lies 
the degree of primitivism of the capitalist system in an underdeveloped country. 
In other words, the revolution, on 19 July 1979, encountered this situation, in 

which there was practically nothing salvageable from the educational system." 


The Revolution Involves Literacy 


I take advantage of a brief pause in the conversation to ask him to tell us about 
the recently-concluded Nicaraguan Literacy Campaign. In his reply we see that in- 
destructible brotherhood which characterizes our peoples. 


"I can tell you that it is the revolutionary process itself which imposes the need 
for literacy, not only as a demand for human and cultural justice for the country's 
masses but, more significantly, because of economic and political requirements. 

This occurs as our people become technically qualified to take a role in economic 
development--an indispensable characteristic of any revolution--and acquire a culture 
which enables them to undertake an organic ideological understanding of society, 

a condition which is expressed perfectly in Marti's admirable statement: 'To be 
educated is to be free’. 


"Of course, Cuba's contribution of solidarity to our literacy campaign was very 
vital. I remember the first time I saw Jose Ramon Fernandez with his first-class 
technical team (Max Figueroa, Abel Prieto, Raul Ferrer) in Managua. They told us 
frankly: ‘The task now is to organize the literacy campaign, but also to fill the 
country with schools." The reason for this second measure is obvious: With schools 
the germ of illiteracy will be destroyed, so that Nicaragua will not need a second 
literacy campaign. This experience of ours, which is based on the experience of 
you Cubans, can be applied to other revolutionary processes.” 


I could not resist asking him about the work our teachers are doing in his country. 
His immediate response made us proud. 


"The Cuban teachers are preventing Nicaragua from having to carry out another literacy 
campaign within a few yeare. They are fighting illiteracy at its source, which 
is the lack of schools. 


"In the revolutionary conduct of the Cuban teachers, in their human, ethical and 

professional qualities and in their capacity for love and comradeship toward our 

people we see an example, a goal for education in our country, because we hope to 
form that type of human being, with a huge capacity for love, strict professional 
standards and an irrevocable revolutionary vocation.” 


Totally Productive Experience 


"The literacy campaign,” he continued, “is generating educational continuity, a 

new educational methodology which has been used before and which we are now pro- 
jecting into the classes themselves. The training of teachers, the Sandinist Satur- 
day workshops and the methods used in training the literacy workers are now included 
in the National Training System. 


"The logistic method used in sending materials from the capital to the most remote 
places in the country is the same system we are using now in school administration 
on the national level. 








"This means that everything which is created within the revolution is completely 
pure; it is not contaminated with the past. Therefore a process of self-develop- 
ment and of self-motivation, marked by the great desire of our people to move ahead, 
is being generated. 


"If I point this out to you," he explained quickly, "it is because we have found 

that the entire available bibliography--with the exception, of course, of the Cuban-- 
on educational systems is of little use to us, because it only serves for modernizing 
educational systems within capitalist frameworks, and this is not viable in a revo- 
lutionary society." 


At this time I ask him about his concept of educational planning, based on the experi- 
ences of the literacy campaign. 


"You are right, because, as is well known, this criterion can only be used in two 
areas: Educational expansion and improvement, although in Nicaragua we have esta- 
blished another area, which we call 'transformation." Expansion, in which the Cuban 
teachers are participating, is bringing education to the entire population without 
any discrimination, on the basis of the interests of the pecple. Regarding improve- 
ment, we are not seeking capitalist efficiency, because we do not aspire to be neutral 
scientists, experts and sages. And it is here that our transformation criterion 
fits, since the philosophy of Nicaraguan education proposes to create revolutionary 
intellectuals, professionals and technicians linked to the workers' and peasants’ 
struggle, to the struggle of their people and to internationalism. In other words, 
to forge this profile of the new man, which in many respects is the profile of all 
genuine revolutionaries in the world." 


National Consultation 


I tell him it would be very useful of BOHEMIA's readers to know what is to be under- 
stood by the "National Consultation" and what role it has played in the formaticn 
of the Sandinist Revolution's educational policy. Castilla tells us enthusiastically: 


"We can say that it is a new social science experiment aimed at defining the goals 

and objectives of education. With this in mind, then, a 50-point questionnaire 

was made up with the aid of reputable sociologists and given to people's organiza- 
tions of teachers, youth, children, workers, peasants and women (AMNLAE, the Luisa 
Amanda Espinosa Nicaraguan Women’s Association, which is playing an important role 

in our revolution), at the municipal, departmental and national levels. As you 

can imagine, it was nothing more or less than a basis for discussion of the problems 
of education among the rank and file and with a broad and deep democratic significance, 
because it was the people themselves who were telling the Sandinist leadership how 
they wanted education to be in the new Nicaragua. 


"Let me get a little ahead of your question,” he said quickly. "The response of 

our people was that they want our system to form ‘revolutionary experts,’ which 

is the essence of our criterion for the transformation which must be brought about 

by education in our nation. In reading the responses concerning what our youth 
expect of the man of the future, we find a substantial coincidence with Che's state- 
ments about the new man, and it is not because they have learned them by heart-- 

it is even possible that many of them have never read Che--but because here the 
people are defining a revolutionary policy. I can assure you that there is total 
agreement between the response of our people concerning the future and the statements 
of our leaders. 
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"In summary, the goals of education are being defined on the basis of the National 
Consultation, and thus it is possible to plan future educational policy, which is, 
in broad outline, to form that new, revolutionary expert and to link education to 
the needs of production and the country's regional needs. We understand that this 
is a totally original idea of the Nicaraguan people, in the sense that it responds 
to the consciously expressed demands of our people. "We are, then, in the process 
of making long-term plans for the next 10 years as well as implementing operational 
plans for each year. | 


"Before going on to another subject," he said pleasantly, "I would like to emphasize 
the ideological summary of what I have been discussing, and that is the participa- 
tion of our people in the important national directorates. When we give our people 
the opportunity to say what they want future educational policy to be, we are making 
it possible for them to have a voice in the society of the future. It is a real 
example of popular democracy and of the true difference between a revolutionary 
democracy and a formal democracy. With great pride we dare the 'democracies' (the 
quotation marks are his) of Latin America to ask their people what they want educa- 
tion to be.” 


Private and Higher Education 


I suggest to Dr Castilla that he tell us something about private education, since 
this is of interest, specifically in the case of Nicaragua. 


"To be totally honest, private education is still necessary from the quantitative 
point of view, because it involves between 10,000 and 15,000 youths and children. 

In addition, our revolution claims to be pluralist, having an economic base in transi- 
tion, a mixed economy, an anti-imperialist democracy in which the people participate. 


"So indeed, in the Ministry of Education we have the Department of Private Education, 
which supervises all the programs under that type of education. In other words, 

all the programs of study are the same for both the private and the state system. 

In addition, the certificate for passing from one grade to the next is given by 

the state, not by the private school. As you can see, there is supervision and 
control within the framework of our own particular characteristics. 


"There are also private universities, but there is a Council of Higher Education, 
which is going to become the Ministry of Higher Education, which supervises and 
controls them. 


"With regard to higher education, I can tell you that the National University grew 
from 14,000 students in May, 1979 to 25,000 at the present time: There are 11,000 
more students in those few years! 


"But this is not the most important thing," he emphasized, "because three broad 
fields have been opened up in higher education, courses on a higher technical level 
linked to agricultural production, to education itself and to health. This emphasis 
is on development in the scientific and technical field, where trainingin agricul- 
tural education is closely linked to farm and agroindustrial production. As you 

can appreciate, it is that relationship between economics and education that forms 
the criterion of our educational policy." 
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We feel after conversing with Dr Castilla that we have gained a clear idea of the 
present tasks and the prospects of education in Nicaragua, of the deep significance 
of an authentically popular revolutionin the various levels of the spiritual and 
material life of a nation and of the role of internationalism. In short, how the 
development of a society is definedin the content of its educational philoscphy. 


8735 
CSO: 3010/686 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





SIMMONDS ASKS FOR SUPPORT OF ‘'VITAL' SUGAR INDUSTRY 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 15 Jan 82 f 


(Text j 


cso: 


3025/152 


BASSETERRE St. Kitts 
Thursday (CANA) — St. 
Nevis Premier 


| 
i 


ear’s message that sugar 
workers would not he 
recviving ‘their ry 
incentive bonus at the start of 
this year’s crop. 

This payment was in- 
troduced by the late Premier 
Robert Bradshaw in 1975 
following the almost total 
nationalisation of the industry 


ambitions. 
everything in our to 
ensure that the industry 
survives and that the workers 
livelihood is secured,’’ Dr. 
Simmonds ded. 

He wen 


pavm 
been an exgratia handout 


from governt revenue. 
“The decision to pay or not 
rests govern- 
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“We cannot afford to ignore 
this serious warning, 
ier declared. 


—— — “cae = 
creasing, r with t 
of fuel.” 
P. ~ that last a i 
Nationa a or- 
poration (NACO) which is 
msible for the field side of 
the industry, had total 
revenue EC$11 million but had 
a total wage bill of $15.3 


"cling te 

i t NACO 
p — © 18.4 million last 
year, Dr. Simmonds declared: 


ST KITTS-NEVIS 





COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


BRIEFS 


FINE FOR GUYANESE CAPTAIN--A Guyanese captain was fined (EC) $1 000 forthwith or 
six months in jail in a magistrates court in St. Kitts on Monday after he pleaded 
guilty to unlawful possession of 175 rounds of ammunition. George Dickee, a cap- 
tain on board a Panama-registered vessel, the "Black Jack", said he was not aware 
of Kittitian law when he brought the ammunition aboard the ship into Basseterre. 
Police made the fine on January 2, acting on a tip off. Dickee had 40 cartridges 
for a .22 pistol and 135 suitable for a .22 mm rifle. Counsel for the defendant 
Nassibou Butler told the court that Dickee bought the ammunition in neighbouring 
St. Bartholomew, a French island, for someone in St. Martin, and he had taken them 
off the vessel before anyone stole them. But the presiding judge, John Lynch-Wade, 
in passing the sentence said that that type of thing could not be tolerated. He 
warned that it was the custom for such offenders to be imprisoned, and added: "Any 
bona fide captain should be aware of the laws of any country to which they travel." 
[Bridgetown THE NATION in English 7 Jan 82 p 7] 


CSO: 3025/152 





COUNTRY SECTION 


UNION CHIEF CALLS FOR ENACTMENT OF PROMISED LABOR CODE 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 1l Jan 82 p 3 


(Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/152 


the statute —— 
The call for action has come 
fror.. the union’s General 


Secretary, Titus Francis. 
pate re 
for legis 

a ofS workers 


.at the hands ol tek em- 


i Plo ers. 

The new labour code was 
expected to come before 
“parhament shortly after the 
‘Labour Party came to power 
at the July 1979 General 
-Elections. 

However, the Bill was 
Sheived following —— 
‘pressure . from _ various 
‘quarters of the sacle aadch 
over certain 


is fami 
i 


t 
‘ 
i 


‘were said to be judicial to 
the ieterent of beth emelover 
and worker. 


Mr. Francis said that his 
union believed that whether or 


‘not a worker earns fair 


wages, the right to secure a 
bwas paramount to him and 


The St. Lucia Workers 
‘Union: is therefore looking 
forward to a Pag wn 
enactment o eo 
legislation. It is no 


piece of 
— the existing 
ea in- 
dustrial relations is the 
ne archaic”, Mr. Francis 

on . 
He added that “a worker 
who is dismissed by an em- 
‘ployer and is in an unfortunate 


position of not being 


represented by a trade union 


79 


ob," chance dt retain. 2 his 
If there is a labour code, he 


pointed out, “the individual 
will have a t to his case 
bed tne 


‘tribunal if needs be.” 


ST WCIA 





ST LUCIA 


COUNTRY SECTION 


PILGRIM SAYS BANKS READY TO FINANCE SOME PROJECTS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Jan 82 p 4 


west wey t ong ile i i 
it ni ae ea 
bln i hb Aa ereall 


uta ihe ie | a Aly. 


ine i 
Cae et 


yar 


PRIME MINISTER 


[Text ] 


3025/152 


CSO: 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


LEADING FIGURES, UPM VOICE CONCERN OVER ELECTIONS LAW 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Jan 82 p 5 


(Text ] 


about the provisions of the Bill. 
Bill's Re | = | - identified 
t. * and was provisions which would 
intended to curtail the power ‘frustrate the holding of free 
of the Supervisor of Elections, and fair elections” here. 
a to gee gh 
many People which was read 
which could only | for the first time in Parlia- 
election ment here last November, 
rural based Wot People’ SS eae all 
, covers 
Ay broad eh pm Re 
on the and to The Act has already come 
maximum use of the gg BA 
Vincent and the Grenadines who said it was an “undesir- 
to educate the masses | able piece of legislation which 
about the Bill ee oe ae 
Former Premier, James fair 





CSO: 3025/153 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


BRIEFS 


UNION WARNING-~Kingstown St. Vincent Sunday (CANA)--The powerful Commercial Tech- 
nical and Allied Workers' Union (CATWU) in St. Vincent and the grenadines says it 
cannot guarantee "a proper industrial climate" this year because off outstanding 
problems over wage negotiations. Cyril Roberts, the CATWU president, said in a 
New Year message that the outstanding problems concerning wage negotiations might 
lead to the union taking industrial action. He did not specify what form the in- 
dustrial action could take or say whether the wage negotiations related to govern- 
ment or private sector employers. "We cannot guarantee a proper industrial cli- 
mate in 1982," he said. Mr. Roberts added that the trade union movement was very 
concerned about the unemployment situation in the Caribbean and felt there were 
several ways trade unions could could assist in the creation of jobs. ‘Unions can 
only do so by having the co-operation of the government and employers’ organisa- 
tions," he said. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 11 Jan 82 p 3] 


cso: 3025/153 








COUNTRY SECTION 





TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


NIGERIAN ENVOY COMMENTS ON RELATIONS WITH TRINIDAD-TOBAGO 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Jan 82 p 3 


(Text ] 


CSO: 


AS developing oil- 
prodeciag countries 
igeria Trinidad and 
T have had similar 
came out discussions 
with the new Commis- 
sion for N Mr. E. 
Olufemi -Fowora. who 
visited the ‘“‘Guardian’”’ this 
week 


Mr. Fowora spoke about 
par tach thrust in the de- 
velopment of its petroleum 
sector. The country was 


now the first steel 
plant in B Africa, a urea 
plant and a number of other 
refineries ; 


Because of the current oil 
glut, however, Nigeria’s 
economy had suffered from 
a drop in production. Previ- 
ously, the country produced 
2.2 million s of oil per 
day. This figure fell to 
700,000 barrels per day in 
August last year and has 
since increased to the ond 
ee rate of 1.6 million bar- 
rels. 

More significantly, tiere 
has been a notable decline in 
Nigeria’s agricultural 
sector. 

“Before oil, we were self 
sufficient in food,’’ Mr. 


our strategy is a 


3025/154 





programme of import 
bstitution and i 


“The ‘problem with a de- 
veloniag. country like 
Nigeria that although 


‘Fowora said. 
VALUABLE EXCHANGE 
Mr. Fowore said he was 
_assigned to 
obago. 


“Over the years, tremen- 
dous goodwill has been 
generated between our two 


tural cooperation. We would 
ike to see an exchange of 
goods and ——_ ac- 


tivities between two 
countries.” 
In pursuit of this, Mr 


Fowora said he already 
discussions. pith the’ 
Trinidad ber of Com- 


merce. Perhaps Nigeria 
could buy Trinidad’s.sum. 
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and there bea valuable 
exchange of technology 
two na 


gain their freedom. 
algo an active 
- t in the North — 
Mr. Fowora 
said. 


made life 
ficult for African countries, 
peromnty in servicing 


oreign debt. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


CHAMBERS PRESENTS 1982 BUDGET--$563 MILLION DEFICIT SEEN 


Speech to Parliament 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Jan 82 pl 


[Article by John Babb] 


[Text ] 


“JUST five week: to Carnival, Prime 
Minister George Chambers told the na- 
tion yesterday that ‘‘the fete is over. ge 
the country must go back to work,” as 
he wound up his 90-minute et 
in which vernment e ture for 


1982. totalling $8.4 billion, would 


revenue of $7.9 billion by $563 million. 








(Precise figures: -_ $7,903.2 million ; 
In presenting what many te termed ‘“p 


the care and treatment of our 


lenient Rudoet’’ Mr: Cheasboars to the 

of be in f 
sae 80s to peed gay Fy prod- 
tion, tion, youth 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
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(Text ] 








Study of State Enterprises 


AN ASSESSMENT of the 
economic viabilty and the 
role in the economy of all 
state enterprises is to be 
undertaken by the Ministry 
of State enterprises. 

This was announced in the 
1982 budget speech in the 


state enterprises will be re- 
quired to make maximum 
use of the services of the 


petence. 
It is intended to give 
directions to these 


which relied $1,400 
million. 


House of representatives by enterprises to ensure com- its limited financial re- 
Prime inister and pliance, he said. sources. The ultimate 
Minister of Finance George Earlier, Mr. Chambers challenge is, therefore, self- 
Chambers. pointed out that some of evident. 

He said the ministry the enterprises were profit “This sector will require 
would commence the able but a_ significant drastic rationalisation and 
evaluation of all the number were that must be our commit- 
enterprises pendios the -.." ‘some ment for the 1980s. 
evaluation which is expect- ly so, on government sup- He added: ‘Such an objec- 
SS on ae See pert which ie ided in a tive will demand 

inister inance a number - 

: a aaa tee a he ways zous decision-making 


! , advances, i ensure 
Cabinet’s approval new subventions and loan ge BM A 


guidelines under which guarantees 


ublic funds will be made i “The cost to th . 
uture to the state exchequer has been ing i as ae 
"ls tora dded tha pe = at to solve their problems on 
e turther a that all ry ed to . ' ” 
million,” he pointed out. their own initiative 
Review of Foreign Projects 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Jan 82 p 3 
[Text] GOVERNMENT: is to being undertaken under pared to enter into such 
appoint a team to review the -to-government ay ~ By — 
entire programme of govern- efforts 
ment-to-government ar- Mr. Chambers said while Trinidad and Tobago by :— 
rangements in the light of referring to delays im S , pope 
objectives not being met. construction and cost over- ae Gems (nae 
was announced by runs: os ~ “= pao 
Prime Minister George Among eo ment — Tobago 
Chambers when he troduced to would enter = 
the 1982 Budget in House — ian aan of the for the 
of Representatives on sector programmes SS oe 
Monday. were the government-to po comes 
He sald Gat on the basi of government arrangements. reqpensieaity Lg 
regular was clear practical 
Government were not being undertaken 
= pe : " 41 major projects 
are about 41 projects governments were pre- 
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fi 
i 


Het 
ih 
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our objectives are not being 

"Y fish to clte three exam 
Tine hens ateabiel 
for completion within a period 
of three years at a cost of 
just over $400 million. Our 


Panday's Opposition Reply 





Port-cf-Spain TRIN:DAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jan 82 p 1 


[Article by Norris Solomon] 


[Text ] 


OPPOSITION LEADER 
Basdeo Panday has —_— 


would unite 
the towards achiev- 
vity. 

tion was 

Lacs py to do its part he 

said but a precondition was 
cman chang 

ep. Panday was speaking 

debate in the House 

of Representatives 

=? on the 1982 

iming that some of the 


measures announced in the 
1982 B were put for- 
ae in A. manifesto -_ 
cy programme 
the Alliance; the official 
— in Parliament Mr 


the present political sys- 


tem to “give us credit for 
an ’ 


“The system demands 
that they discredit us as 
much as possible so as to 
prevent us from taking 

; indeed, the 
system demands that we 
(the Opposition) discredit 
them so as to remove them 
from office." 

He said that under the 
system of 






»? 
i 
, : is one that 
divides i d of unites, 
and in a plural iety such 


prepa , 
constitutional change so as 
to involve all the people in 
the iti decision 


went on: 


both the economic and 
political levels there will be 
no improvement in 


PETRO DOLLARS 


Mr. Panday said that he 
agreed with the Prime 

inister that without in- 
creased productivity the 
present standard of living 
could not be maintained or 
imovroved. 

He said that the courtry 
had earned its present 
standards of living by buy- 
ing tt with petro dotiarsand 
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foreign interests and the 
facts is Government cannot 
control the rate of extrac- 
tion of oil to profect the 
pon-renewable asset; 
© Despite localisation and 
ablishment of 


est a@ 
national bank, and 
nee are, by and e, 

ilf foreign controlled ; 

* The sugar 
remains export oriented 
with =e ion of raw 

; “export as in 

days. 

He said that every effort 
to rationalise sugar 
industry and to diverse its 
products 


stream products had been 
resisted and frustrated by 
Government and instead of 
expanding the by-products 
ef sugar and sugar cane, 
Government had done the 
go by os down 
asse plant. 
fe laimed, too that fish 


e 
and fish products continued 


to be imported ite the 
setting up of the National 
Fisheries Compaen 


Mr. Panday dolmes that 
many of the State enter- 
prises become “dump- 
ing a for PNM party 

cks.”’ 


serious problem for the 
country. 

The Opposition Leader 
said the Prime Minister had 
not given a serious analysis 


END 
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supply of 
xis and 
mis- 


e Shrinking 
locally produced 
services due to 
management; 

®@ Increasing pressure on 
demand for goods and 
services | y —_—— 
money y was 
related to productive 
activity : 

' @ Rising costs due to high 
of foreign inputs: 

e Stimulation of excessive 
demand promotion of 
values + 
socicty; and 

® Hoardi 


practices corruption. . 
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